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Then they all four arose, laying wagers with one another, and went forth, walking, from the palace-gate [and fared on] till they came in at the gate
of the street in which Aboulhusn el Khelia dwelt. He saw them and said to his wife Nuzhet el Fuad, "Verily, all that is sticky is not a pancake and
not every time cometh the jar off safe. (38)' Meseemeth the old woman hath gone and told her lady and acquainted her with our case and she hath
disputed with Mesrour the eunuch and they have laid wagers with one another about our death and are come to us, all four, the Khalif and the
eunuch and the Lady Zubeideh and the old woman." When Nuzhet el Fuad heard this, she started up from her lying posture and said, "How shall
we do?" And he said, "We will both feign ourselves dead and stretch ourselves out and hold our breath." So she hearkened unto him and they both
lay down on the siesta[-carpet] and bound their feet and shut their eyes and covered themselves with the veil and held their breath..So each of them
fared on with that which was with him and gave not over going till they met in one of the inns (33) and each complained to the other of that which
he had abidden of travel [in quest of custom] and of the lack of demand for his wares. Now each of them had it in mind to cheat his fellow; so El
Merouzi said to Er Razi, 'Wilt thou sell me that?' 'Yes,' answered he, and the other continued, 'And wilt thou buy that which is with me?' Er Razi
assented; so they agreed upon this and each of them sold his fellow that which was with him [in exchange for the other's ware]; after which they
bade each other farewell and parted. As soon as they were out of each other's sight, they examined their loads, to see what was therein, and one of
them found that he had a load of sheep's dung and the other that he had a load of goat's dung; whereupon each of them turned back in quest of his
fellow. They met in the inn aforesaid and laughed at each other and cancelling their bargain, agreed to enter into partnership and that all that they
had of money and other good should be in common between them, share and share alike..? ? ? ? ? c. The Jewish Physician's Story xxviii.On this
wise he continued to do for the space of a whole year, till, one day, as he sat on the bridge, according to his custom, expecting who should come to
him, so he might take him and pass the night with him, behold, [up came] the Khalif and Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, disguised [in
merchants' habits] as of their wont. So he looked at them and rising up, for that he knew them not, said to them, "What say ye? Will you go with me
to my dwelling-place, so ye may eat what is ready and drink what is at hand, to wit, bread baked in the platter (8) and meat cooked and wine
clarified?" The Khalif refused this, but he conjured him and said to him, "God on thee, O my lord, go with me, for thou art my guest this night, and
disappoint not my expectation concerning thee!" And he ceased not to press him till he consented to him; whereat Aboulhusn rejoiced and going on
before him, gave not over talking with him till they came to his [house and he carried the Khalif into the] saloon. Er Reshid entered and made his
servant abide at the door; and as soon as he was seated, Aboulhusn brought him somewhat to eat; so he ate, and Aboulhusn ate with him, so eating
might be pleasant to him. Then he removed the tray and they washed their hands and the Khalif sat down again; whereupon Aboulhusn set on the
drinking vessels and seating himself by his side, fell to filling and giving him to drink and entertaining him with discourse..? ? ? ? ? For love with
your presence grows sweet, untroubled and life is serene And the star of our fortune burns bright, that clouds in your absence did veil..Then came
her brother to him and said, "O Firouz, an thou wilt not acquaint me with the reason of thine anger against thy wife, come and plead with us before
the king." Quoth he, "If ye will have me plead with you, I will do so." So they went to the king and found the cadi sitting with him; whereupon
quoth the damsel's brother, "God assist our lord the cadi! I let this man on hire a high-walled garden, with a well in good case and trees laden with
fruit; but he beat down its walls and ruined its well and ate its fruits, and now he desireth to return it to me." The cadi turned to Firouz and said to
him, "What sayst thou, O youth?" And he answered, "Indeed, I delivered him the garden in the goodliest of case." So the cadi said to the brother,
"Hath he delivered thee the garden, as he saith?" And the other replied, "No; but I desire to question him of the reason of his returning it." Quoth
the cadi, "What sayst thou, O youth?" And Firouz answered, "I returned it in my own despite, for that I entered it one day and saw the track of the
lion; wherefore I feared lest, if I entered it again, the lion should devour me. So that which I did, I did of reverence to him and for fear of him.".? ?
? ? ? b. The Controller's Story xxvii.? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story lxiii.Tuhfeh entered the bath, after she had put off her clothes, and behold,
the basin thereof was overlaid with gold set with pearls and red rubies and green emeralds and other jewels; so she extolled the perfection of God
the Most High and hallowed Him for the magnificence of that which she saw of the attributes of that bath. Then she made her ablutions in that
basin and pronouncing the Magnification of Prohibition, (207) prayed the morning prayer and what else had escaped her of prayers; (208) after
which she went out and walked in that garden among jessamine and lavender and roses and camomile and gillyflowers and thyme and violets and
sweet basil, till she came to the door of the pavilion aforesaid and sat down therein, pondering that which should betide Er Reshid after her, whenas
he should come to her pavilion and find her not. She abode sunken in the sea of her solicitude, till presently sleep took her and she slept.She passed
the night in his lodging and when she arose in the morning, she said to him, "O elder, may I not lack thy kind offices for the morning-meal! Go to
the money-changer and fetch me from him the like of yesterday's food." So he arose and betaking himself to the money-changer, acquainted him
with that which she had bidden him. The money-changer brought him all that she required and set it on the heads of porters; and the old man took
them and returned with them to Sitt el Milah. So she sat down with him and they ate their sufficiency, after which he removed the rest of the food.
Then she took the fruits and the flowers and setting them over against herself, wrought them into rings and knots and letters, whilst the old man
looked on at a thing whose like he had never in his life seen and rejoiced therein..? ? ? ? ? Him with my life I'd ransom whose rigours waste away
My frame and cause me languish; yet, if he would but hear,.? ? ? ? ? How long did the heart for thy love that languished with longing endure A
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burden of passion, 'neath which e'en mountains might totter and fail!.?Story of King Bekhtzeman..? ? ? ? ? A good it is to have one's loved ones
ever near,.? ? ? ? ? His sides the tamarisk's slenderness deride, so lithe they are, Whence for conceit in his own charms still drunken doth he
fare..96. Adi ben Zeid and the Princess Hind ccccv.? ? ? ? ? Fair patience use, for ease still followeth after stress And all things have their time and
ordinance no less..Now the lodging in question adjoined the king's house, and whilst the merchant was rejoicing in this and saying, 'Verily, my luck
hath returned and I shall live in this king's shadow the rest of my life,' he espied an opening walled up with stones and clay. So he pulled out the
stones and clearing away the earth from the opening, found that it was a window giving upon the lodging of the king's women. When he saw this,
he was affrighted and rising in haste, fetched clay and stopped it up again. But one of the eunuchs saw him and misdoubting of him, repaired to the
Sultan and told him of this. So he came and seeing the stones pulled out, was wroth with the merchant and said to him, 'Is this my recompense from
thee, that thou seekest to violate my harem?' And he bade pluck out his eyes. So they did as he commanded and the merchant took his eyes in his
hand and said, 'How long [wilt thou afflict me], O star of ill-omen? First my wealth and now my life!' And he bewailed himself, saying, 'Endeavour
profiteth me nought against evil fortune. The Compassionate aided me not and endeavour was useless.'.? ? ? ? ? Accuse me falsely, cruelly entreat
me; still ye are My heart's beloved, at whose hands no rigour I resent..When she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and
wept and lamented. Then she slept awhile and presently awaking, said, "O elder, hast thou what we may eat?" "O my lady," answered the old man,
"there is the rest of the food;" but she said, "I will not eat of a thing I have left. Go down to the market and fetch us what we may eat." Quoth he,
"Excuse me, O my lady; I cannot stand up, for that I am overcome with wine; but with me is the servant of the mosque, who is a sharp youth and an
intelligent. I will call him, so he may buy thee that which thou desirest." "Whence hast thou this servant?" asked she; and he replied, "He is of the
people of Damascus." When she heard him speak of the people of Damascus, she gave a sob, that she swooned away; and when she came to
herself, she said, "Woe's me for the people of Damascus and for those who are therein! Call him, O elder, that he may do our occasions.".(When
Shehriyar heard this, he said in himself, 'By Allah, I have indeed been reckless in the slaying of women and girls, and praised be God who hath
occupied me with this damsel from the slaughter of souls, for that the slaughter of souls is a grave [matter!] By Allah, if Shah Bekht spare the
vizier, I will assuredly spare Shehrzad!' Then he gave ear to the story and heard her say to her sister:).135. Jouder and his Brothers dcvi.? ? ? ? ? c.
Abou Sabir ccccxlviii.? ? ? ? ? Favour or flout me, still my soul shall be Thy ransom, in contentment or despite..An if my substance fail, no one
there is will succour me, i. 6..Say, by the lightnings of thy teeth and thy soul's pure desire, iii. 19..Then there reigned after them an understanding
king, who was just, keen-witted and accomplished and loved stories, especially those which chronicle the doings of kings and sultans, and he found
[in the treasuries of the kings who had foregone him] these marvellous and rare and delightful stories, [written] in the thirty volumes aforesaid. So
he read in them a first book and a second and a third and [so on] to the last of them, and each book pleased him more than that which forewent it,
till he came to the end of them. Then he marvelled at that which he had read [therein] of stories and discourse and witty traits and anecdotes and
moral instances and reminiscences and bade the folk copy them and publish them in all lands and climes; wherefore their report was bruited abroad
and the people named them "The marvels and rarities of the Thousand Nights and One Night." This is all that hath come down to us of [the history
of] this book, and God is All-Knowing. (196).? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? xa. The Old Woman and the Draper's Wife dccccxvii.Quoth Selim to her, 'It is for
thee to decide and excellent is that which thou counsellest; so let us do this, in the name of God the Most High, trusting in Him for grace and
guidance.' So they arose and took the richest of their clothes and the lightest of that which was in their treasuries of jewels and things of price and
gathered together a great matter. Then they equipped them ten mules and hired them servants of other than the people of the country; and Selim
bade his sister Selma don man's apparel. Now she was the likest of all creatures to him, so that, [when she was clad in man's attire,] the folk knew
no difference between them, extolled be the perfection of Him who hath no like, there is no God but He! Then he bade her mount a horse, whilst he
himself bestrode another, and they set out, under cover of the night. None of their family nor of the people of their house knew of them; so they
fared on into the wide world of God and gave not over going night and day two months' space, at the end of which time they came to a city on the
sea-shore of the land of Mekran, by name Es Sherr, and it is the first city in Sind..? ? ? ? ? Since thou hast looked on her, mine eye, be easy, for by
God Nor mote nor ailment needst thou fear nor evil accident..When El Abbas heard Hudheifeh's challenge and saw Saad in this case, he came up to
the latter and said to him, "Wilt thou give me leave to reply to him and I will stand thee in stead in the answering of him and the going forth to
battle with him and will make myself thy sacrifice?" Saad looked at him and seeing valour shining from between his eyes, said to him, "O youth,
by the virtue of the Chosen [Prophet,] (whom God bless and keep,) tell me [who thou art and] whence thou comest to our succour." "This is no
place for questioning," answered the prince; and Saad said to him, "O champion, up and at Hudheifeh! Yet, if his devil prove too strong for thee,
afflict not thyself in thy youth." (71) Quoth El Abbas, "It is of Allah that help is to be sought," (72) and taking his arms, fortified his resolution and
went down [into the field], as he were a castle of the castles or a piece of a mountain..? ? ? ? ? To whom save thee shall I complain, of whom relief
implore, Whose image came to visit me, what while in dreams I lay?.King Bekhtzeman, Story of, i. 115..? ? ? ? ? O friends, the East wind waxes,
the morning draweth near; A plaintive voice (114) bespeaks me and I rejoice to hear..?OF LOOKING TO THE ISSUES OF AFFAIRS..Presently,
as they stood by the mouth of the pit, the lion came scrambling up the sides and would have issued forth; but, as often as he showed his head, they
pelted him with stones, till they beat him down and he fell; whereupon one of the hunters descended into the pit and despatched him and saw the
boy wounded; after which he went to the cabinet, where he found the woman dead, and indeed the lion had eaten his fill of her. Then he noted that
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which was therein of clothes and what not else, and advising his fellows thereof, fell to passing the stuff up to them. Moreover, he took up the boy
and bringing him forth of the pit, carried him to their dwelling-place, where they dressed his wounds and he grew up with them, but acquainted
them not with his affair; and indeed, when they questioned him, he knew not what he should say, for that he was little, when they let him down into
the pit. The hunters marvelled at his speech and loved him with an exceeding love and one of them took him to son and abode rearing him with him
[and instructing him] in hunting and riding on horseback, till he attained the age of twelve and became a champion, going forth with the folk to the
chase and to the stopping of the way..Presently, in came Mesrour the eunuch to him and saluted him and seeing Nuzhet el Fuad stretched out,
uncovered her face and said, "There is no god but God! Our sister Nuzhet el Fuad is dead. How sudden was the [stroke of] destiny! May God have
mercy on thee and acquit thee of responsibility!" Then he returned and related what had passed before the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh, and he
laughing. "O accursed one,' said the Khalif, "is this a time for laughter? Tell us which is dead of them." "By Allah, O my lord," answered Mesrour,
"Aboulhusn is well and none is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad." Quoth the Khalif to Zubeideh, "Thou hast lost thy pavilion in thy play," and he laughed
at her and said to Mesrour, "O Mesrour, tell her what thou sawest." "Verily, O my lady," said the eunuch, "I ran without ceasing till I came in to
Aboulhusn in his house and found Nuzhet el Fuad lying dead and Aboulhusn sitting at her head, weeping. I saluted him and condoled with him and
sat down by his side and uncovered the face of Nuzhet el Fuad and saw her dead and her face swollen. So I said to him, 'Carry her out forthright [to
burial], so we may pray over her.' He answered, 'It is well;' and I left him to lay her out and came hither, that I might tell you the news.".? ? ? ? ? ? ?
? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother cliv.? ? ? ? ? Bravo for a fawn with a houri's eye of black, Like the sun or the shining moon midst the
starry train!.Presently, in came the draper, at the hour of evening prayer, and sitting down in the place where the old woman had prayed, looked
about him and espied the turban. He knew it [for that which he had that day sold to the young man] and misdoubted of the case, wherefore anger
appeared in his face and he was wroth with his wife and reviled her and abode his day and his night, without speaking to her, what while she knew
not the cause of his anger. Then she looked and seeing the turban-cloth before him and noting the traces of burning thereon, understood that his
anger was on account of this and concluded that he was wroth because it was burnt..16. The Fox and the Crow cl.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the
King's Son and the Ogress xv.And the king bade him depart to his own house..Poets, The Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz and the, i. 45..? ? ? ? ? Who
dares with them to cope draws death upon himself; Yea, of the deadly lance incontinent he's slain..?STORY OF THE JOURNEYMAN AND THE
GIRL..? ? ? ? ? bb. The King of Hind and his Visier dccccxxviii.On the morrow, the Commander of the Faithful sat [in his hall of audience] and his
Vizier Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide came in to him; whereupon he called to him, saying, "I would have thee bring me a youth who is lately
come to Baghdad, hight [Sidi Noureddin Ali] the Damascene." Quoth Jaafer, "Hearkening and obedience," and going forth in quest of the youth,
sent to the markets and khans and caravanserais three days' space, but found no trace of him, neither lit upon tidings of him. So on the fourth day he
presented himself before the Khalif and said to him, "O our lord, I have sought him these three days, but have not found him." Quoth Er Reshid,
"Make ready letters to Damascus. Belike he hath returned to his own land." So Jaafer wrote a letter and despatched it by a dromedary-courier to the
city of Damascus; and they sought him there and found him not..Then the prince's mother bade fetch the five slave-girls to that assembly;
whereupon they came and the ten damsels foregathered. The queen seated five of them on her son's right hand and other five on his left and the folk
assembled about them. Then she bade the five who had remained with her speak forth somewhat of verse, so they might entertain therewith the
assembly and that El Abbas might rejoice therein. Now she had clad them in the richest of raiment and adorned them with trinkets and ornaments
and wroughten work of gold and silver and collars of gold, set with pearls and jewels. So they came forward, with harps and lutes and psalteries
and recorders and other instruments of music before them, and one of them, a damsel who came from the land of China and whose name was
Baoutheh, advanced and tightened the strings of her lute. Then she cried out from the top of her head (127) and improvising, sang the following
verses:.? ? ? ? ? I'm the keeper of the promise and the troth, And my gathering is eath, without impede..When the Khalif returned from the chase, he
betook himself to Tuhfeh's pavilion and bringing out the key, opened the door and went in to her. She rose to receive him and kissed his hand, and
he took her to his breast and seated her on his knee. Then food was brought to them and they ate and washed their hands; after which she took the
lute and sang, till Er Reshid was moved to sleep. When she was ware of this, she left singing and told him her adventure with the Lady Zubeideh,
saying, 'O Commander of the Faithful, I would have thee do me a favour and heal my heart and accept my intercession and reject not my word, but
go forthright to the Lady Zubeideh's lodging.' Now this talk befell after he had stripped himself naked and she also had put off her clothes; and he
said, 'Thou shouldst have named this before we stripped ourselves naked.' But she answered, saying, ' O Commander of the Faithful, I did this not
but in accordance with the saying of the poet in the following verses:.69. The Water-Carrier and the Goldsmith's Wife dcliv.Wife, Firouz aad his, i.
209..Meanwhile, El Abbas betook himself to his father's camp, which was pitched in the Green Meadow, by the side of the Tigris, and none might
make his way between the tents, for the much interlacement of the tent-ropes. When the prince reached the first of the tents, the guards and servants
came out to meet him from all sides and escorted him till he drew near the sitting-place of his father, who knew of his coming. So he issued forth of
his pavilion and coming to meet his son, kissed him and made much of him. Then they returned together to the royal pavilion and when they had
seated themselves and the guards had taken up their station in attendance on them, the king said to El Abbas, "O my son, make ready thine affair,
so we may go to our own land, for that the folk in our absence are become as they were sheep without a shepherd." El Abbas looked at his father
and wept till he swooned away, and when he recovered from his swoon, he improvised and recited the following verses:.Tuhfet el Culoub and Er
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Reshid, ii. 203..SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR..? ? ? ? ? "Console thou thyself for his love," quoth they, "with another than he;" But, "Nay, by
his life," answered I, "I'll never forget him my dear!".When he felt the water, he struck out, and gave not over swimming till he landed upon an
island, where he abode five days, finding nothing which he might eat or drink; but, on the sixth day, when he despaired of himself, he caught sight
of a passing ship; so he made signals to the crew and they came and took him up and fared on with him to an inhabited country, where they set him
ashore, naked as he was. There he saw a man tilling; so he sought guidance of him and the husbandman said, 'Art thou a stranger?' 'Yes,' answered
the king and sat with him and they talked. The husbandman found him quickwitted and intelligent and said to him, 'If thou sawest a comrade of
mine, thou wouldst see him the like of what I see thee, for his case is even as thy case, and he is presently my friend.'.When King Shah Bekht heard
his vizier's story, he gave him leave to withdraw to his own house and he abode there the rest of the night and the next day till the evening..121.
The Devout Platter-maker and his Wife cccclxviii.The Khalif assigned them pensions and allowances and as for Noureddin, his father brought him
those riches and his wealth waxed and his case was goodly, till he became the richest of the folk of his time in Baghdad and left not the presence of
the Commander of the Faithful night or day. Moreover, he was vouchsafed children by Sitt el Milah, and he ceased not to live the most delightsome
of lives, he and she and his father and mother, a while of time, till Aboulhusn sickened of a sore sickness and was admitted to the mercy of God the
Most High. After awhile, his mother died also and he carried them forth and shrouded them and buried and made them expiations and nativities.
(45) Then his children grew up and became like unto moons, and he reared them in splendour and fondness, what while his wealth waxed and his
case flourished. He ceased not to pay frequent visits to the Commander of the Faithful, he and his children and his slave-girl Sitt el Milah, and they
abode, he and they, in all solace of life and prosperity till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and
extolled be the perfection of the Abiding One, the Eternal! This is all that hath come down to us of their story..? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against
the Chaste Wife dcccclxxx.She abode with Ins ben Cais twelve years, during which time he was blessed with no children by her; wherefore his
breast was straitened, by reason of the failure of lineage, and he besought his Lord to vouchsafe him a child. Accordingly the queen conceived, by
permission of God the Most High; and when the days of her pregnancy were accomplished, she gave birth to a maid-child, than whom never saw
eyes a goodlier, for that her face was as it were a pure pearl or a shining lamp or a golden (50) candle or a full moon breaking forth of a cloud,
extolled be the perfection of Him who created her from vile water (51) and made her a delight to the beholders! When her father saw her on this
wise of loveliness, his reason fled for joy, and when she grew up, he taught her the art of writing and polite letters (52) and philosophy and all
manner of tongues. So she excelled the folk of her time and overpassed her peers; (53) and the sons of the kings heard of her and all of them
desired to look upon her..? ? ? ? ? a. The Unlucky Merchant ccccxl.Physician by his Wife's Commandment, The Weaver who became a, ii. 21..45.
Ali Shir (230) and Zumurrud dlxix.9. The History of King Omar ben Ennuman and his Sons Sherkan and Zoulmekan xlv.Presently, the chief
workman came to the palace and sought an audience of the king, who bade admit him. So he entered and kissing the earth, saluted him with a
salutation beseeming kings and said, "O king of the time and lord of the age and the day, may felicity endure unto thee and acceptance and be thy
rank exalted over all the kings both morning and evening! (58) The work of the bath is accomplished, by the king's fair fortune and the eminence of
his magnanimity, (59) and indeed we have done all that behoved us and there remaineth but that which behoveth the king." El Aziz ordered him a
sumptuous dress of honour and expended monies galore, giving unto each who had wroughten, after the measure of his work. Then he assembled in
the bath all the grandees of his state, amirs and viziers and chamberlains and lieutenants, and the chief officers of his realm and household, and
sending for his son El Abbas, said to him,"O my son, I have builded thee a bath, wherein thou mayst take thy pleasance; so enter thou therein, that
thou mayst see it and divert thyself by gazing upon it and viewing the goodliness of its ordinance and decoration." "With all my heart," replied the
prince and entered the bath, he and the king and the folk about them, so they might divert themselves with viewing that which the workmen's hands
had wroughten..When the king heard this story, he renounced his purpose of putting the vizier to death and his soul prompted him to continue him
on life. So he bade him go away to his house..? ? ? ? ? Fawn of the palace, knowst thou not that I, to look on thee, The world have traversed, far and
wide, o'er many a hill and plain?.36. Jaafer the Barmecide and the Bean-Seller ccxcix.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxliii.?
? ? ? ? I shut myself up with my love; no spy betwixt us was; We feared no enemies' despite, no envious neighbour's hate..When the appointed day
arrived, En Numan sent for Sherik and said to him, "Verily the first part of this day is past." And Sherik answered, "The king hath no recourse
against me till it be eventide." When it evened, there appeared one afar off and En Numan fell to looking upon him and on Sherik, and the latter
said to him, "Thou hast no right over me till yonder fellow come, for belike he is my man." As he spoke, up came the Tai in haste and En Numan
said "By Allah, never saw I [any] more generous than you two! I know not whether of you is the more generous, this one who became warrant for
thee in [danger of] death or thou who returnest unto slaughter." Then said he to Sherik, "What prompted thee to become warrant for him, knowing
that it was death?" And he said, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Generosity hath departed from viziers.'" Then said En Numan to the Tai, "And thou,
what prompted thee to return, knowing that therein was death and thine own destruction?" Quoth the Arab, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Fidelity hath
departed from the folk.'" And En Numan said, "By Allah, I will be the third of you, (173) lest it be said, 'Clemency hath departed from kings.'" So
he pardoned him and bade abolish the day of ill-omen; whereupon the Arab recited the following verses:.73. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el
Hadi dclvii.? ? ? ? ? O'erbold art thou in that to me, a stranger, thou hast sent These verses; 'twill but add to thee unease and
miscontent..Accordingly, Shefikeh went out and repairing to the nurse's house, found her clad in apparel other (100) than that which she had been
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wont to wear aforetime. So she saluted her and said to her, "Whence hadst thou this dress, than which there is no goodlier?" "O Shefikeh,"
answered the nurse, "thou deemest that I have gotten (101) no good save of thy mistress; but, by Allah, had I endeavoured for her destruction, I had
done [that which was my right], for that she did with me what thou knowest (102) and bade the eunuch beat me, without offence of me committed;
wherefore do thou tell her that he, on whose behalf I bestirred myself with her, hath made me quit of her and her humours, for that he hath clad me
in this habit and given me two hundred and fifty dinars and promised me the like thereof every year and charged me serve none of the folk.".94.
The Man's Dispute with the Learned Woman of the relative Excellence of the Sexes dclxxxiii.Fifteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 190..When they
heard me speak in Arabic, one of them came up to me and saluting me [in that language], questioned me of my case. Quoth I, 'What [manner of
men] are ye and what country is this?' 'O my brother,' answered he, 'we are husbandmen and come to this river, to draw water, wherewithal to water
our fields; and whilst we were thus engaged to-day, as of wont, this boat appeared to us on the surface of the water, issuing from the inward of
yonder mountain. So we came to it and finding thee asleep therein, moored it to the shore, against thou shouldst awake. Acquaint us, therefore,
with thy history and tell us how thou camest hither and whence thou enteredst this river and what land is behind yonder mountain, for that we have
never till now known any make his way thence to us.' But I said to them, 'Give me somewhat to eat and after question me.' So they brought me food
and I ate and my spirits revived and I was refreshed. Then I related to them all that had befallen me, whereat they were amazed and confounded and
said, 'By Allah, this is none other than a marvellous story, and needs must we carry thee to our king, that thou mayst acquaint him therewith.' So
they carried me before their king, and I kissed his hand and saluted him..When the king heard this from the youth, his anger subsided; so he bade
restore him to the prison, and the folk dispersed that day..Three men once went out in quest of riches and came upon a block of gold, weighing a
hundred pounds. When they saw it, they took it up on their shoulders and fared on with it, till they drew near a certain city, when one of them said,
'Let us sit in the mosque, whilst one of us goes and buys us what we may eat." So they sat down in the mosque and one of them arose and entered
the city. When he came therein, his soul prompted him to play his fellows false and get the gold for himself alone. So he bought food and poisoned
it; but, when he returned to his comrades, they fell upon him and slew him, so they might enjoy the gold without him. Then they ate of the
[poisoned] food and died, and the gold abode cast down over against them..On this wise, O King Shah Bekht," continued the vizier, "is the issue of
eagerness for [the goods of] the world and covetise of that which our knowledge embraceth not; indeed, [whoso doth thus] shall perish and repent
Nor, O king of the age, (added he) is this story more extraordinary than that of the sharper and the merchants.".Damascus is all gardens decked for
the pleasance of the eyes, iii. 9..? ? ? ? ? It chances whiles that the blind man escapes a pit, Whilst he who is clear of sight falls into it..63. The
Lovers of the Benou Udhreh ccclxxxiii.Then she folded the letter and giving it to her slave-girl, bade her carry it to El Abbas and bring back his
answer thereto. Accordingly, Shefikeh took the letter and carried it to the prince, after the doorkeeper had sought leave of him to admit her. When
she came in to him, she found with him five damsels, as they were moons, clad in [rich] apparel and ornaments; and when he saw her, he said to
her, "What is thine occasion, O handmaid of good?" So she put out her hand to him with the letter, after she had kissed it, and he bade one of his
slave-girls receive it from her. Then he took it from the girl and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport; whereupon "We are God's
and to Him we return!" exclaimed he and calling for ink- horn and paper, wrote the following verses:.When she had made an end of her song and
laid down the lute, Ishac looked fixedly on her, then took her hand and offered to kiss it; but she snatched it from him and said to him, 'Allah, O my
lord, do not that!' Quoth he, 'Be silent. By Allah, I had said that there was not in the world the like of me; but now I have found my dinar (180) in
the craft but a danic, (181) "for thou art, beyond comparison or approximation or reckoning, more excellent of skill than I! This very day will I
carry thee up to the Commander of the Faithful Haroun er Reshid, and whenas his glance lighteth on thee, thou wilt become a princess of
womankind. So, Allah, Allah upon thee, O my lady, whenas thou becomest of the household of the Commander of the Faithful, do not thou forget
me!' And she replied, saying, 'Allah, O my lord, thou art the source of my fortunes and in thee is my heart fortified.' So he took her hand and made
a covenant with her of this and she swore to him that she would not forget him..Then they spread the ensigns and the standards, whilst the drums
beat and the trumpets sounded, and set out upon the homeward journey. The King of Baghdad rode forth with them and brought them three days'
journey on their way, after which he took leave of them and returned with his troops to Baghdad. As for King El Aziz and his son, they fared on
night and day and gave not over going till there abode but three days' journey between them and Yemen, when they despatched three men of the
couriers to the prince's mother [to acquaint her with their return], safe and laden with spoil, bringing with them Mariyeh, the king's daughter of
Baghdad. When the queen-mother heard this, her wit fled for joy and she adorned El Abbas his slave-girls after the goodliest fashion. Now he had
ten slave-girls, as they were moons, whereof his father had carried five with him to Baghdad, as hath aforetime been set out, and other five abode
with his mother. When the dromedary-posts (125) came, they were certified of the approach of El Abbas, and when the sun rose and their standards
appeared, the prince's mother came out to meet her son; nor was there great or small, old man or infant, but went forth that day to meet the king..? ?
? ? ? e. The Barber's Story cxlix.The raft fared on with me, running along the surface of the river, and entered into the inward of the mountain,
where the light of day forsook me and I abode dazed and stupefied, unknowing whither I went. Whenas I hungered, I ate a little of the victual I had
with me, till it was all spent and I abode expecting the mercy of the Lord of all creatures. (206) Presently I found myself in a strait [channel] in the
darkness and my head rubbed against the roof of the cave; and in this case I abode awhile, knowing not night from day, whilst anon the channel
grew straiter and anon widened out; and whenas my breast was straitened and I was confounded at my case, sleep took me and I knew neither little
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nor much..? ? ? ? ? m. The Thirteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.116. Iskender Dhoulkernein and a certain Tribe of Poor Folk cccclxiv.? ? ? ? ? h.
The Drop of Honey dlxxxii.168. Abdallah ben Fasil and his Brothers dcccclixviii.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Tuhfet el Culoub and Haroun er Reshid
dccccxlii.When the evening came, the king bade fetch the vizier; so he presented himself before him and the king bade him tell the [promised]
story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king (but God alone knoweth His secret purpose and is versed in all that is past and was
foredone among bygone peoples), that.? ? ? ? ? So I stretch out my root neath the flood And my branches turn back to it there..Zubeideh, El
Mamoun and, i. 199.11. The Voyages of Sindbad the Sailor ccxliv.? ? ? ? ? Were my affliction thine, love's anguish hadst thou dreed And in the
flaming hell of long estrangement sighed..? ? ? ? ? All things, indeed, that betide to you are fore-ordered of God; Yet still in your deeds is the
source to which their fulfilment is due..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Until they left my heart on fire without allay..When the king heard his viziers' words, he
was exceeding wroth and bade bring the youth, and when he came in to the king, the viziers all cried out with one voice, saying, "O scant o' grace,
thinkest thou to save thyself from slaughter by craft and guile, that thou beguilest the king with thy talk and hopest pardon for the like of this great
crime which thou hast committed?" Then the king bade fetch the headsman, so he might smite off his head; whereupon each of the viziers fell
a-saying, "I will slay him;" and they sprang upon him. Quote the youth, "O king, consider and ponder these men's eagerness. Is this of envy or no?
They would fain make severance between thee and me, so there may fall to them what they shall plunder, as aforetime." And the king said to him,
"Consider their testimony against thee." "O king," answered the young man, "how shall they testify of that which they saw not? This is but envy
and rancour; and thou, if thou slay me, thou wilt regret me, and I fear lest there betide thee of repentance that which betided Ilan Shah, by reason of
the malice of his viziers." "And what is his story?" asked Azadbekht. "O king," replied the youth,.122. El Hejjaj ben Yousuf and the Pious Man
cccclxx.When the morning morrowed, the king went forth and sitting down on the throne of the kingship, summoned the grandees of his empire;
whereupon the chamberlains and deputies and captains of the host went in to him and kissed the earth before him. He distinguished the vizier with
his especial favour and bestowed on him a dress of honour and entreated him with the utmost kindness, after which he set forth briefly to his chief
officers that which had betided him with Shehrzad and how he had turned from that his former usance and repented him of what he had done
aforetime and purposed to take the vizier's daughter Shehrzad to wife and let draw up the contract of marriage with her..When the king heard this,
he said, "I will not isolate myself from the folk and slay my vizier." And he bade him depart to his dwelling..Full many a man incited me to
infidelity, i. 205..44. El Mamoun and Zubeideh dlxviii.And when she had made an end of her song, she wept sore..145. The Bedouin and his Wife
dcxci.Then they returned to Shehrzad and displayed her in the second dress. They clad her in a dress of surpassing goodliness, and veiled her face
to the eyes with her hair. Moreover, they let down her side locks and she was even as saith of her one of her describers in the following
verses:.Now the woman was in a chest and two youths of the pages of the late king, who were now in the new king's service, were those who had
been charged with the guardianship of the vessel and the goods. When the evening evened on them, the two youths fell a-talking and recounted that
which had befallen them in their days of childhood and the manner of the going forth of their father and mother from their country and royal estate,
whenas the wicked overcame their land, and [called to mind] how they had gone astray in the forest and how fate had made severance between
them and their parents; brief, they recounted their story, from beginning to end. When the woman heard their talk, she knew that they were her very
sons and cried out to them from the chest, saying, 'I am your mother such an one, and the token between you and me is thus and thus.' The young
men knew the token and falling upon the chest, broke the lock and brought out their mother, who strained them to her breast, and they fell upon her
and swooned away, all three..One day the Commander of the Faithful bade bring him to the presence; so his slave-girl changed his raiment and
clothing him in sumptuous apparel, mounted him on the mule. Then he rode to the palace and presenting himself before the Khalif, saluted him
with the goodliest of salutations and bespoke him with eloquent and deep-thoughted speech. When Er Reshid saw him, he marvelled at the
goodliness of his favour and his eloquence and the readiness of his speech and enquiring of him, was told that he was Sitt el Milah's lord;
whereupon quoth he, "Indeed, she is excusable in her love for him, and if we had put her to death unrighteously, as we were minded to do, her
blood would have been upon our heads." Then he turned to the young man and entering into discourse with him, found him well bred, intelligent,
quick of wit and apprehension, generous, pleasant, elegant, erudite. So he loved him with an exceeding love and questioned him of his native city
and of his father and of the manner of his journey to Baghdad. Noureddin acquainted him with that which he would know in the goodliest of words
and with the concisest of expressions; and the Khalif said to him, "And where hast thou been absent all this while? Indeed, we sent after thee to
Damascus and Mosul and other the towns, but lit on no tidings of thee." "O my lord," answered the young man, "there betided thy slave in thy city
that which never yet betided any." And he acquainted him with his case from first to last and told him that which had befallen him of evil [from El
Muradi and his crew]..The Khalif marvelled at my speech and said, 'How great is this king! Indeed, his letter testifieth of him; and as for the
magnificence of his dominion, thou hast acquainted us with that which thou hast seen; so, by Allah, he hath been given both wisdom and
dominion.' Then he bestowed on me largesse and dismissed me, so I returned to my house and paid the poor-rate (216) and gave alms and abode in
my former easy and pleasant case, forgetting the grievous stresses I had suffered. Yea, I cast out from my heart the cares of travel and traffic and
put away travail from my thought and gave myself up to eating and drinking and pleasure and delight.".I was once an officer in the household of
the Amir Jemaleddin El Atwesh El Mujhidi, who was invested with the governance of the Eastern and Western districts, (107) and I was dear to his
heart and he concealed from me nought of that which he purposed to do; and withal he was master of his reason. (108) It chanced one day that it
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was reported to him that the daughter of such an one had wealth galore and raiment and jewels and she loved a Jew, whom every day she invited to
be private with her, and they passed the day eating and drinking in company and he lay the night with her. The prefect feigned to give no credence
to this story, but one night he summoned the watchmen of the quarter and questioned them of this. Quoth one of them, "O my lord, I saw a Jew
enter the street in question one night; but know not for certain to whom he went in." And the prefect said, "Keep thine eye on him henceforth and
note what place he entereth." So the watchman went out and kept his eye on the Jew..? ? ? ? ? Whenas he runs, his feet still show like wings, (140)
and for the wind When was a rider found, except King Solomon it were? (141).Then said she to him, "O chief of the kings, the wise say, 'The
kingship is a building, whereof the troops are the foundation,' and whenas the foundation is strong, the building endureth; wherefore it behoveth the
king to strengthen the foundation, for that they say, 'Whenas the foundation is weak, the building falleth.' On like wise it behoveth the king to care
for his troops and do justice among his subjects, even as the owner of the garden careth for his trees and cutteth away the weeds that have no profit
in them; and so it behoveth the king to look into the affairs of his subjects and fend off oppression from them. As for thee, O king," continued
Shehrzad, "it behoveth thee that thy vizier be virtuous and versed in the knowledge of the affairs of the folk and the common people; and indeed
God the Most High hath named his name (166) in the history of Moses (on whom be peace!) whenas He saith, [Quoth Moses] 'And make me a
vizier of my people, Aaron [my brother]. (167) Could a vizier have been dispensed withal, Moses ben Imran had been worthier [than any of this
dispensation]. (168).? ? ? ? ? How long shall I anights distracted be for love Of thee? How long th' assaults of grief and woes abide?.Then the king
summoned the cadi and the witnesses and bade them many the old king's daughter and sister to his own sons; so they married them, after the king
had made a bride-feast three days and displayed their brides to them from eventide to peep of day. Then the two princes went in to their brides and
did away their maidenhead and loved them and were vouchsafed children by them..?STORY OF THE TWO SHARPERS WHO CHEATED
EACH HIS FELLOW..The company marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment, and the eleventh officer rose and said, 'I know a story yet
rarer than this: but it happened not to myself..The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height, i. 49..When the night darkened on her, she
called him to mind and her heart clave to him and sleep visited her not; and on this wise she abode days and nights, till she sickened and abstained
from food. So her lord went in to her and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, how findest thou thyself?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am dead without
recourse and I beseech thee to bring me my shroud, so I may look on it before my death." Therewithal he went out from her, sore concerned for
her, and betook himself to a friend of his, a draper, who had been present on the day when the damsel was cried [for sale]. Quoth his friend to him,
"Why do I see thee troubled?" And he answered, "Sitt el Milah is at the point of death and these three days she hath neither eaten nor drunken. I
questioned her to-day of her case and she said, 'O my lord, buy me a shroud, so I may look on it before my death.'" Quoth the draper, "Methinks
nought ails her but that she is enamoured of the young Damascene and I counsel thee to mention his name to her and avouch to her that he hath
foregathered with thee on her account and is desirous of coming to thy house, so he may hear somewhat of her singing. If she say, 'I reck not of
him, for there is that to do with me which distracteth me from the Damascene and from other than he,' know that she saith sooth concerning her
sickness; but, if she say to thee other than this, acquaint me therewith.'".Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night, iii. 6..? ? ? ? ?
b. The Cook's Story (238) cxxi.When the Khalif heard his verses, he took the cup from his hand and kissed it and drank it off and returned it to
Aboulhusn, who made him an obeisance and filled and drank. Then he filled again and kissing the cup thrice, recited the following verses:.Like the
full moon she shows upon a night of fortune fair, iii. 191..? ? ? ? ? Where lavender, myrtle, narcissus entwine, With all sweet-scented herbs, round
the juice of the vine..Prince who fell in Love with the Picture, The, i. 256..?STORY OF THE KING AND HIS CHAMBERLAIN'S
WIFE..Meanwhile, the youth abode expecting his governor's return, but he returned not; wherefore concern and chagrin waxed upon him, because
of his mistress, and his longing for her redoubled and he was like to slay himself. She became aware of this and sent him a messenger, bidding him
to her. So he went to her and she questioned him of the case; whereupon he told her what was to do of the matter of his governor, and she said to
him, 'With me is longing the like of that which is with thee, and I misdoubt me thy messenger hath perished or thy father hath slain him; but I will
give thee all my trinkets and my clothes, and do thou sell them and pay the rest of my price, and we will go, I and thou, to thy father.'.95. Abou
Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman dclxxxvii.Then, when it was night, she brought her to me, after she had adorned her and perfumed her, and
said to her, "Gainsay not this thy lord in aught that he shall seek of thee." When she came to bed with me, I said in myself, "Verily, this damsel
(216) is more generous than I!" Then I sent away the slave-girl and drew not nigh unto her, but arose forthright and betaking myself to my wife, lay
with her and did away her maidenhead. She straightway conceived by me and accomplishing the time of her pregnancy, gave birth to this dear little
daughter; in whom I rejoiced, for that she was lovely to the utterest, and she hath inherited her mother's wit and her father's comeliness..Then they
agreed upon a device between them, to wit, that they should feign an occasion in their own country, under pretext that she had there wealth buried
from the time of her husband Melik Shah and that none knew of it but this eunuch who was with her, wherefore it behoved that he should go and
fetch it. So she acquainted the king her husband with this and sought of him leave for the eunuch to go: and the king granted him permission for the
journey and charged him cast about for a device, lest any get wind of him. Accordingly, the eunuch disguised himself as a merchant and repairing
to Belehwan's city, began to enquire concerning the youth's case; whereupon they told him that he had been prisoned in an underground dungeon
and that his uncle had released him and dispatched him to such a place, where they had slain him. When the eunuch heard this, it was grievous to
him and his breast was straitened and he knew not what he should do..? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dlxxx.Governor, Story
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of the Man of Khorassan, his Son and his, i. 218..When the druggist heard the singer's words, he was certified of the case and knew that the
calamity, all of it, was in his own house and that the wife was his wife; and he saw the shirt, whereupon he redoubled in certainty and said to the
singer, 'Art thou now going to her?' 'Yes, O my brother,' answered he and taking leave of him, went away; whereupon the druggist started up, as he
were a madman, and ungarnished his shop. (199) Whilst he was thus engaged, the singer won to the house, and presently up came the druggist and
knocked at the door. The singer would have wrapped himself up in the rug, but she forbade him and said to him, 'Get thee down to the bottom of
the house and enter the oven (200) and shut the lid upon thyself.' So he did as she bade him and she went down to her husband and opened the door
to him, whereupon he entered and went round about the house, but found no one and overlooked the oven. So he stood meditating and swore that
he would not go forth of the house till the morrow..Now the Persian had a mameluke, (201) as he were the full moon, and he arose [and went out],
and the singer followed him and wept before him, professing love to him and kissing his hands and feet. The mameluke took compassion on him
and said to him, 'When the night cometh and my master entereth [the harem] and the folk go away, I will grant thee thy desire; and I lie in such a
place.' Then the singer returned and sat with the boon-companions, and the Persian rose and went out, he and the mameluke beside him. [Then they
returned and sat down.] (202) Now the singer knew the place that the mameluke occupied at the first of the night; but it befell that he rose from his
place and the candle went out. The Persian, who was drunken, fell over on his face, and the singer, supposing him to be the mameluke, said, 'By
Allah, it is good!' and threw himself upon him and clipped him, whereupon the Persian started up, crying out, and laying hands on the singer,
pinioned him and beat him grievously, after which he bound him to a tree that was in the house. (203).? ? ? ? ? He shot me with the shafts of looks
launched from an eyebrow's (138) bow; A chamberlain (139) betwixt his eyes hath driven me to despair..Presently, El Abbas cried out at
Hudheifeh a cry that astonied him and dealt him a blow, saying, "Take this from the hand of a champion who feareth not the like of thee."
Hudheifeh met the stroke with his shield, thinking to ward it off from him; but the sword shore the target in sunder and descending upon his
shoulder, came forth gleaming from the tendons of his throat and severed his arm at the armpit; whereupon he fell down, wallowing in his blood,
and El Abbas turned upon his host; nor had the sun departed the pavilion of the heavens ere Hudheifeh's army was in full flight before El Abbas
and the saddles were empty of men. Quoth Saad, "By the virtue of the Chosen [Prophet], whom God bless and keep, I saw El Abbas with the blood
upon his saddle pads, [in gouts] like camels' livers, smiting with the sword right and left, till he scattered them abroad in every mountain-pass and
desert; and when he turned [back to the camp], the men of Baghdad were fearful of him.".49. The Chief of the Cous Police and the Sharper cccxlv.?
? ? ? ? Oft for thy love as I would be consoled, my yearning turns To-thee- ward still and my desires my reason still gainsay..When the youth had
made an end of his speech, the king said, "Carry him back to the prison;" and when they had done this, he turned to the viziers and said to them,
"Yonder youth looseth his tongue upon you, but I know your affectionate solicitude for the welfare of my empire and your loyal counsel to me; so
be of good heart, for all that ye counsel me I will do." When they heard tnese words, they rejoiced and each of them said his say Then said the king,
"I have not deferred his slaughter but to the intent that the talk might be prolonged and that words might abound, and I desire [now] that ye sit up
for him a gibbet without the town and make proclamation among the folk that they assemble and take him and carry him in procession to the
gibbet, with the crier crying before him and saying, 'This is the recompense of him whom the king delighted to favour and who hath betrayed
him!'" The viziers rejoiced, when they heard this, and slept not that night, of their joy; and they made proclamation in the city and set up the
gibbet..Then she wept and the old woman with her and the latter went up to Aboulhusn and uncovering his face, saw his eyes bound and swollen
for the binding. So she covered him again and said, "Indeed, O Nuzhet el Fuad, thou art afflicted in Aboulhusn!" Then she condoled with her and
going out from her, ran without ceasing till she came in to the Lady Zubeideh and related to her the story; and the princess said to her, laughing,
"Tell it over again to the Khalif, who maketh me out scant of wit and lacking of religion, and to this ill-omened slave, who presumeth to contradict
me." Quoth Mesrour, "This old woman lieth; for I saw Aboulhusn well and Nuzhet el Fuad it was who lay dead." "It is thou that liest," rejoined the
stewardess, "and wouldst fain sow discord between the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh." And he said, "None lieth but thou, O old woman of
ill-omen, and thy lady believeth thee, and she doteth." Whereupon the Lady Zubeideh cried out at him, and indeed she was enraged at him and at
his speech and wept.
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