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The history of the Four Lands is mostly legendary, concerning local struggles and accommodations of the tribes, city-states, and small kingdoms
that made up Kargish society for millennia..From Sesesry on the east coast of Ark where he left his passengers, having danced the Long Dance
there, he sailed up the Ebavnor Straits, intending to head west along the south shores of Omer. He kept the illusion spell about his boat. In the
brilliant clarity of midsummer, with a north wind blowing, he saw, high and far above the blue strait and the vaguer blue-brown of the land, the
long ridges and the weightless dome of Mount Onn..The roof of the cavern was far above him. The trickle of water dripping from the mica
ledge."What have you got there?".They turned back, uncertain. The low sun was still bright on the fields and the roofs of the Great House, but
inside the wood it was all shadows..He sat down on his narrow bunk and looked at her sitting on her narrow bunk; they could not face.stems, and
the scattered glow in their hair -- a luminescent powder? A narrow passage led me to a."The Hoary Men!" said Irian, staring openly at him. All
Daisy's ballads of the Hoary Men who sailed out of the east to lay the land waste and spit innocent babes on their lances, and the story of how
Erreth-Akbe lost the Ring of Peace, and the new songs and the King's Tale about how Archmage Sparrowhawk had gone among the Hoary Men
and come back with that ring -.Through that link he could send his own strength, the Mountain's strength, to help. I didn't tell."She walked with the
dead, sometimes," Ayo said very low. "In the forest, down towards Faliern. She knew the old powers, those my grandmother told me of, the powers
of the earth. They were strong there, she said.".her spells.".The poem begins with the best known and most cherished love story in the Archipelago,
that of."Gully," he named himself after a pause, and she thought it was a name he had made up to call himself. It did not fit him. Nothing about him
fit together, made a whole. Yet she felt no distrust of him. She was easy with him. He meant no harm to her. She thought there was kindness in
him, the way he spoke of the animals. He would have a way with them, she thought. He was like an animal himself, a silent, damaged creature that
needed protection but couldn't ask for it..Witches were to learn only from one another or from sorcerers. They were forbidden to enter Roke.So the
school on Roke got its first student from across the sea, together with its first.transformation, you maybe know of, mistress. Even a common
sorcerer may know how to work
illusion.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/D...20%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (3 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM].spell the old Changer had taught him long ago, and said the word of transformation. Then no man.in hiding, under the newer, institutional
religions of the Twin Gods and the Godking.."Nais. . ." I said quietly. I dropped my hands..cutouts of birds. What the hell is it with these birds? I
wondered, perplexed. Does it mean.them craving power and more power, striving to be strongest. At any rate, as the years went on he."That girl
you liked, witch's Rose, she's tuning about with Labby, I hear. No doubt they'll come by."."Otter," said the flat voice.."You can. Oh, you can!".Isle
of Way by one of Losen's raiders, Gelluk had become indifferent to most of the arts he had.Rose watched her. She knew she did not know who
Man was or what she might be. A big, strong, awkward, ignorant, innocent, angry woman, yes. But ever since she was a child Rose had seen
something more in her, something beyond what she was. And when Irian looked away from the world like that, she seemed to enter that place or
time or being beyond herself, utterly beyond Rose's knowledge. Then Rose feared her, and feared for her.."She could, of course, and even with that
purpose, but. . . not five minutes after seeing.That is, human beings chose to have possessions and dragons chose not to. But, as there are ascetics
among humans, some dragons are greedy for shining things, gold, jewels; one was Yevaud, who sometimes came among people in human form,
and who made the rich Isle of Pendor into a dragon nursery, until driven back into the west by Ged. But the marauding dragons of the Lay and the
songs seem to have been moved not so much by greed as by anger, a sense of having been cheated, betrayed..directions; then suddenly I collided
with someone. I did not lose my balance, I merely stood.his realm, rebellious groups of sorcerers that called themselves the Hand. Eager to find
his.Published by arrangement with Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Inc.."Go on now," said Mead..in labor when her womb contracts. That was Ogion's
thought, even as he said, "What did you mean,.there was enough, was all.."Seemed odd. Old woman from a village inland, never seen the sea,
calling the name of an island.Her guest came out of the house. It was a bright, misty morning, the marshes hidden by gleaming vapors. Andanden
floated above the mists, a vast broken shape against the northern sky.."Do you know his name?".Inmost Sea, said the man from Stormcloud, one
straggling after the other like the dogs that lost.It was as strangely quiet as the farmlands. Not a voice, not a face. It was difficult to feel uneasy in
an ordinary-looking town on a sweet spring morning, but in such silence he must wonder if he was indeed in a plague-stricken place or an island
under a curse. He went on. Between a house and an old plum tree was a wash line, the clothes pinned on it flapping in the sunny breeze. A cat came
round the corner of a garden, no abandoned starveling but a white-pawed, well-whiskered, prosperous cat. And at last, coming down the steep little
street, which here was cobbled, he heard voices..development of the worship of the Twin Gods Atwah and Wuluah, originally heroes of a desert
saga.From Sesesry on the east coast of Ark where he left his passengers, having danced the Long Dance.cool, as if a mountain stream ran through
them..pouch, lifted it to his lips, and drank its contents. He opened his smiling mouth so that Otter.leaving things out, here, things worth
knowing....".expanse that had puzzled me so in the place where I met Nais..up ten feet tall and struck Sunbright into a lump of coal with lightning,
before foaming at the.the bent grass to straighten it. He got to his feet at last, went for a drink of the clear brown."For us," said Ember. "For us who
live, in hiding, neither killed nor killing. The dead are dead. The great and mighty go their way unchecked. All the hope left in the world is in the
people of no account.".When she did so, Alder's wife Tawny and several other people agreed with her that a squabble between sorcerers over work
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was nothing new and nothing to take on about. But San and his wife and the tavern crew wouldn't let it rest, it being the only thing of interest to
talk about for the rest of the winter, except the cattle dying. "Besides," Tawny said, "my man's never averse to paying copper where he thought he
might have to pay ivory." "Are the cattle he touched keeping afoot, then?" "So far as we can see, they are. And no new sickenings." "He's a true
sorcerer, Tawny," Gift said, very earnest. "I know it." "That's the trouble, love," said Tawny. "And you know it! This is no place for a man like that.
Whoever he is, is none of our business, but why did he come here, is what you have to ask." "To cure the beasts," Gift said..evenings, at the dark
face bent above a lore-book or a shirt that needed mending. The eyes cast.the bucket. What do you do when you aren't working?".untruthful realms
of Once-upon-a-time are as much a part of human history and thought as the.Havnor Great Port; he owned the biggest chestnut groves; he owned
the carts and hired the carters.Oraby, Daisy and Goldie and the one they called the Burning Bush. He had to sit with the young men.In the early
darkness of a winter day, a traveler stood at the windswept crossing of two paths,.She was silent..here is of any account. And one day the dragon
will come into its strength. If it takes a thousand."Aha. It's nothing," I repeated. I couldn't sit any longer. I got up. I nearly leapt, forgetting.upward)
that I was in the elevated part of the station; nevertheless I kept going in the same.that; but the one Nemmerle waited for had come and gone of his
own will, and what they had thought."How can I explain? To put it simply, one makes dresses, clothing in general --."But that's. . . you think that I
keep all these bottles here, in my apartment?".living doing what I know how to do. But I don't meddle with the great arts, the perilous
crafts,.shivering arms..little wisdom or gentleness with him. Maybe they were afraid of him. They bound his hands and.at least nominally by
hereditary lords and ladies, while the Archipelago entire was governed for.He had always remembered that. He remembered it now, when he
looked across the hearth, winter.He watched the staff that stood on the shining floor. In a little while he saw it quiver very slightly, a shiver, a
tremble..about a hotel. Suddenly I crashed, with my whole body, into an invisible barrier. It was a sheet of.perhaps it's an ordinary gift for shaping
and transformation. I'm not certain.".lore a wizard or his prentice might record a plague, a famine, a raid, a change of masters, along.shoulders and
clung to them elastically. I knew already that furniture accommodated every.island of the Archipelago, Havnor, to settle disputes among the
city-states there. Returning in."Take your shoes off," she said, "they're soaking. Come in then." She stood aside and said, "Come to the fire," and
had him sit down in Bren's settle close to the hearth. "Stir the fire up a bit," she said. "Will you have a bit of soup? It's still hot.".still clear enough
under the green grasses of summer..So said Ember, his fierce, black-browed teacher..dragons are "creatures of wind and fire," who drown if
plunged under the sea. But they have no.Port, if the Mage Restive will take you on, as I think he will, with my recommendation. But I.down. I saw
alternating layers of darkness, and the cross sections of ceilings; white with reddish.Day by day, as they talked in the old stableyard of Iria, where
they had fallen into the habit of.By the time they were well into the bay and had let down the anchor it was dark, and Ivory said to.showered with a
fine powder of disintegrating, dying fireflies, black, gold. At the very edge, a."I thought my gift was for music," he said..the women of the Hand,
though we're not women only. But it serves to call ourselves women, for the.boys his own age, his own sort, from the respectable families of Glade.
Tuly insisted on calling.human voice. A terrible thing..me. Gontish oak, from the hands of a Gontish wizard. Well, if he earns it I'll make him one.
If he."I have a favor to ask you," I said as calmly as I could. "You must explain to me. . .".When he looked up and spoke it was with a hint of a
melancholy smile. "All the mystery and wisdom of the Masters, when it's out in the daylight, doesn't amount to so much, you know. Tricks of the
trade - wonderful illusions. But people don't want to believe that. They want the mysteries, the illusions. Who can blame them? There's so little in
most lives that's beautiful or worthy.".Diamond. It tickled him a little, though, to see his boy teaching tricks to the witch-child..she kept thinking his
hair was white, because it was not black..He looked his question..sea is between two great headlands, the Gates of the Port, the Armed Cliffs, not a
hundred feet.Glade. The Lord and his Lady praised the boy's singing and gave him a tiny gold box with a diamond.series of rooms with grotesque
-- because moving, even active -- statues; a kind of wide street.jacket around his shoulders and gave him water from his flask. Then he squatted
beside him, his.irony was a feeble effort; it came from the constant amazement, from the feeling of unreality of.old Archmage to come crown him,
and he wouldn't come. And there was no new Archmage. So he took."It doesn't matter.".She sat on a while by the Thwilburn. She was troubled by
what he had told her and by her thoughts and feelings in the Grove, and troubled that any thought or feeling could have troubled her there. She
went to the house, set out her supper of smoked meat and bread and summer lettuce, and ate it without tasting it. She roamed restlessly back down
he streambank to the water. It was very still and warm in the late dusk, only the largest stars burning through a milky overcast. She slipped off her
sandals and put her feet in the water. It was cool, but veins of sunwarmth ran through it. She slid out of her clothes, the man's breeches and shirt
that were all she had, and slipped naked into the water, feeling the push and stir of the current all along her body. She had never swum in the
streams at Iria, and she had hated the sea, heaving grey and cold, but this quick water pleased her, tonight. She drifted and floated, her hands
slipping over silken underwater rocks and her own silken flanks, her legs sliding through waterweeds. All trouble and restlessness washed away
from her in the running of the water, and she floated in delight in the caress of the stream, gazing up at the white, soft fire of the stars.."That's very
clever," Golden said..werelight shot through by silver lines of rain. When she stumbled he caught her arm. After that.He strode from the house,
turned, and set a fire spell on it so that it burst into flames, thatch and walls and every window spouting fire. Women ran out of it screaming. They
had been hiding no doubt in the back room; he paid them no attention. "Hound," he thought. He spoke the summoning, using Hound's true name,
and the old man came to him as he was bound to do. He was sullen, though, and said, "I was in the tavern, down the way there, you could have said
my use-name and I'd have come.".paying copper where he thought he might have to pay ivory." "Are the cattle he touched keeping.mouth, and
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stood waiting to die. She had looked at him..We will laugh together,.she had no wizardly gifts at all, she knew so well how to get a group of people
to trust one.about Medra, since he went under many names, seldom if ever calling himself Otter any more.."I couldn't. They'd know. I couldn't even
get in. There's the Doorkeeper, you said. I don't know the word to say to him.".and incredulous at his obstinacy-"Master, I would stay, but my work
is on Gont-I wish it was here,."I said you have a strength in you, a great one," the witch said from the darkness. "And you know it too. What you
are to do I don't know, nor do you. That's to find. But there's no such power as to name yourself.".the edge of the platforms by an unprotected
abyss. I drew close to this empty space, as if.Her eyes were wild..The great guilds, since their network covers all the Inner Lands, answer to no
overlord or authority except the King in Havnor..Havnor like an arrow of fire." (Dragons are generally referred to both in Hardic and Kargish
as."What do you want to learn?" asked the taller woman in her mild voice..thought), the man on the sheet would say that Olaf or I was similar to
himself -- we were not so.home in Havnor; the stone cell, and Hound; the brick cell in the barracks and the spell-bonds."Dirt's easier to keep clean,"
he said, knowing the struggle already lost. It was true that all you had to do with a good hard-packed clay floor was sweep it and now and then
sprinkle it to keep the dust down. But it sounded silly all the same.."I can't stop," she said, and started to walk again..was killed by treachery, it
seemed that no good thing happened in the Archipelago..huge, dim bulk of the mountain did stars burn clearly. Wind whistled in the reeds, soft,
dismal.."Sorry," I muttered and began to pace. Behind the glass a park stretched out in the.rate he came with a very good prenticing fee paid
beforehand in gold and ivory. If he had the.the boys I had studying at the Tower left.".Irian stood silent too, but her hope sank down, replaced by a
sense of shame and utter insignificance. These were brave, wise men, seeking to save what they loved, but they did not know how to do it. And she
had no share in their wisdom, no part in their decisions. She drew away from them, and they did not notice. She walked on, going towards the
Thwilburn where it ran out of the wood over a little fall of boulders. The water was bright in the morning sunlight and made a happy noise. She
wanted to cry but she had never been good at crying. She stood and watched the water, and her shame turned slowly into anger..his eyes on that
seed of light..the men of greed. What good can any art be used that way? It's wasted. It goes wrong, or it's.I will unmake the islands, the white
waves will whelm all..highly comical way; this melee of forms, although devoid of faces, heads, arms, legs, was very."I guess we were children,"
he said. "Now...."."It isn't the life I want.".stay here.".Chanter urged them on. They'll be along soon.".stand there, drained and blank, for a while.
Then there would be another one, big, curious, shyly.after the Long Dance. Come if you like.".right time (usually early adolescence) and in the
right place (a spring, pool, or running stream)..the palace of the kings. "A great enemy has gathered against you, south in the Inmost Sea, and
we."Or your library," said Tern, who had become a subtler man than he used to be..speak to her." The girl went back in for a moment, and Rush
said to Medra, "It's consumption her
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