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After your loss, nor trace of me nor vestige would remain, iii. 41..Some months after this, I met him again under arrest, in the midst of the guards

and officers of the police, and he said to them, "Seize yonder man." So they laid hands on me and carried me to the chief of the police, who said,

"What hast thou to do with this fellow?" The thief turned to me and looking a long while in my face, said, "Who took this man?" Quoth the

officers, "Thou badest us take him; so we took him." And he said, "I seek refuge with God! I know not this man, nor knoweth he me; and I said not

that to you but of a man other than this." So they released me, and awhile afterward the thief met me in the street and saluted me, saying, "O my

lord, fright for fright! Hadst thou taken aught from me, thou hadst had a part in the calamity." (146) And I said to him, "God [judge] between thee

and me!" And this is what I have to tell'.108. Ali ben Tahir and the Girl Mounis ccccxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Beauty her appanage is grown in its entirety,

And for this cause all hearts must bow to her arbitrament..The news came to the rest of the kings; so they [flew after him and] overtaking him,

found him full of trouble and fear, with fire issuing from his nostrils, and said to him, 'O Sheikh Aboultawaif, what is to do?' Quoth he, 'Know that

Meimoun hath carried off Tuhfeh from my palace and outraged mine honour.' When they heard this, they said, 'There is no power and no virtue but

in God the Most High, the Supreme! By Allah, he hath ventured upon a grave matter and indeed he destroyeth himself and his people!' Then the

Sheikh Iblis gave not over flying till he fell in with the tribes of the Jinn, and there gathered themselves together unto him much people, none may

tell the tale of them save God the Most High. So they came to the Fortress of Copper and the Citadel of Lead, (238) and the people of the

strongholds saw the tribes of the Jinn issuing from every steep mountain-pass and said, 'What is to do?' Then Iblis went in to King Es Shisban and

acquainted him with that which had befallen, whereupon quoth he, 'May God destroy Meimoun and his folk! He thinketh to possess Tuhfeh, and

she is become queen of the Jinn! But have patience till we contrive that which befitteth in the matter of Tuhfeh.' Quoth Iblis, 'And what befitteth it

to do?' And Es Shisban said, *We will fall upon him and slay him and his people with the sword.'.There was once a man who was exceeding

cautious over himself, and he set out one day on a journey to a land abounding in wild beasts. The caravan wherein he was came by night to the

gate of a city; but the warders refused to open to them; so they passed the night without the city, and there were lions there. The man aforesaid, of

the excess of his caution, could not fix upon a place wherein he should pass the night, for fear of the wild beasts and reptiles; so he went about

seeking an empty place wherein he might lie..? ? ? ? ? Were my affliction thine, love's anguish hadst thou dreed And in the flaming hell of long

estrangement sighed..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who never Laughed again dccccxci.Then I arose and fared on a day and a night, till I came to the house

of my master, who saw me pale and disfeatured for fear and hunger. He rejoiced in my return and said to me, 'By Allah, thou hast made my heart

ache on thine account; for I went and finding the tree torn up by the roots, doubted not but the elephants had destroyed thee. Tell me then how it

was with thee.' So I told him what had befallen me and he marvelled exceedingly and rejoiced, saying, 'Knowst thou where this hill is?' 'Yes, O my

lord,' answered I. So he took me up with him on an elephant and we rode till we came to the elephants' burial-place..When King Shehriyar heard

his brother's words he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and arising forthright, went in to his wife Shehrzad and gave her to know of that which his

brother purposed, to wit, that he sought her sister Dinarzad in marriage; whereupon, "O king of the age," answered she, "we seek of him one

condition, to wit, that he take up his abode with us, for that I cannot brook to be parted from my sister an hour, because we were brought up

together and may not brook severance from each other. If he accept this condition, she is his handmaid." King Shehriyar returned to his brother and

acquainted him with that which Shehrzad had said; and he answered, saying, "Indeed, this is what was in my mind, for that I desire nevermore to be

parted from thee. As for the kingdom, God the Most High shall send unto it whom He chooseth, for that there abideth to me no desire for the

kingship.".Fifteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 190..The Ninth Night of the Month..The king took his wife, the mother of his sons, and what he might

[of good] and saved himself and fled in the darkness of the night, unknowing whither he should go. When travel grew sore upon them, there met

them robbers by the way, who took all that was with them, [even to their clothes], so that there was left unto each of them but a shirt and trousers;

yea, they left them without victual or camels or [other] riding-cattle, and they ceased not to fare on afoot, till they came to a coppice, to wit, a

garden of trees, on the shore of the sea. Now the road which they would have followed was crossed by an arm of the sea, but it was scant of water.

So, when they came to that place, the king took up one of his children and fording the water with him, set him down on the other bank and returned

for his other son. Him also he set by his brother and returning for their mother, took her up and passing the water with her, came to the place [where

he had left his children], but found them not. Then he looked at the midst of the island and saw there an old man and an old woman, engaged in

making themselves a hut of reeds. So he put down his wife over against them and set off in quest of his children, but none gave him news of them

and he went round about right and left, but found not the place where they were..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Announcing the return o' th' absent ones,.? ? ? ? ?

I watch the stars for wake and pray that the belov'd May yet to me relent and bid my tears be dried..The Eleventh Night of the Month..?THE

DISCIPLE'S STORY..They lighted down without the place and when they arose in the morning, they saw a populous and goodly city, fair of

seeming and great, abounding in trees and streams and fruits and wide of suburbs. So the young man said to his sister Selma, 'Abide thou here in

thy place, till I enter the city and examine it and make assay of its people and seek out a place which we may buy and whither we may remove. If it

befit us, we will take up our abode therein, else will we take counsel of departing elsewhither.' Quoth she, 'Do this, trusting in the bounty of God (to

whom belong might and majesty) and in His blessing.'.? ? ? ? ? Alack, my grief! Thou wast, indeed, grown absent from my yiew, Yet art the apple
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of mine eye nor couldst from me divide..Three Men and our Lord Jesus, The, i. 282..50. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Merchant's Sister Night

ccxlvi.150. The Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty and her Daughter Zeyneb the Trickstress dcxcviii.Presently, the king arose from the wine-chamber

and taking his wife by the hand, repaired with her to the chamber in which he slept. He opened the door and entering, saw the youth lying on the

bed, whereupon he turned to his wife and said to her, "What doth this youth here? This fellow cometh not hither but on thine account." Quoth she,

"I have no knowledge of him." With this, the youth awoke and seeing the king, sprang up and prostrated himself before him, and Azadbekht said to

him, "O vile of origin, (102) O lack-loyalty, what hath prompted thee to outrage my dwelling?" And he bade imprison him in one place and the

woman in another.."There was once a merchant named Abou Temam, and he was a man of understanding and good breeding, quick-witted and

truthful in all his affairs, and he had wealth galore. Now there was in his land an unjust king and a jealous, and Abou Temam feared for his wealth

from this king and said, 'I will remove hence to another place where I shall not be in fear.' So he made for the city of Ilan Shah and built himself a

palace therein and transporting his wealth thither, took up his abode there. Presently, the news of him reached King Ilan Shah; so he sent to bid him

to his presence and said to him, 'We know of thy coming to us and thine entry under our allegiance, and indeed we have heard of thine excellence

and wit and generosity; so welcome to thee and fair welcome! The land is thy land and at thy commandment, and whatsoever occasion thou hast

unto us, it is [already] accomplished unto thee; and it behoveth that thou be near our person and of our assembly.' Abou Temam prostrated himself

to the king and said to him, 'O king, I will serve thee with my wealth and my life, but do thou excuse me from nearness unto thee, for that, [if I took

service about thy person], I should not be safe from enemies and enviers.' Then he addressed himself to serve the king with presents and largesses,

and the king saw him to be intelligent, well-bred and of good counsel; so he committed to him the ordinance of his affairs and in his hand was the

power to bind and loose..On the morrow, the Commander of the Faithful sat [in his hall of audience] and his Vizier Jaafer ben Yehya the

Barmecide came in to him; whereupon he called to him, saying, "I would have thee bring me a youth who is lately come to Baghdad, hight [Sidi

Noureddin Ali] the Damascene." Quoth Jaafer, "Hearkening and obedience," and going forth in quest of the youth, sent to the markets and khans

and caravanserais three days' space, but found no trace of him, neither lit upon tidings of him. So on the fourth day he presented himself before the

Khalif and said to him, "O our lord, I have sought him these three days, but have not found him." Quoth Er Reshid, "Make ready letters to

Damascus. Belike he hath returned to his own land." So Jaafer wrote a letter and despatched it by a dromedary-courier to the city of Damascus; and

they sought him there and found him not..7. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Enis el Jelis xxxiv.There was once a man of the Arabs who had a

number of sons, and amongst them a boy, never was seen a fairer than he of favour nor a more accomplished in loveliness, no, nor a more perfect

of wit. When he came to man's estate, his father married him to the daughter of one of his uncles, and she excelled not in beauty, neither was she

praiseworthy of attributes; wherefore she pleased not the youth, but he bore with her, for kinship's sake..? ? ? ? ? Most like a wand of emerald my

shape it is, trow I; Amongst the fragrant flow'rets there's none with me can vie..? ? ? ? ? How long will ye admonished be, without avail or heed?

The shepherd still his flocks forbids, and they obey his rede..When he saw those many bones, he rejoiced therein with an exceeding joy and carried

away what he had a mind to thereof. Then we returned to his house and he entreated me with increased favour and said to me, 'Verily, O my son,

thou hast directed us to a passing great gain, may God requite thee with all good! Thou art free for the sake of God the Most High. Every year these

elephants used to kill of us much people on account of these bones; but God delivered thee from them and thou hast done us good service in the

matter of these bones, of which thou hast given us to know; wherefore thou meritest a great recompense, and thou art free.' 'O my lord,' answered I,

'may God free thy neck from the fire! I desire of thee that thou give me leave to return to my own country.' 'So be it,' replied he; 'but we have a fair,

on occasion whereof the merchants come hither to us and take of us these elephants' bones. The time of the fair is now at hand, and when they

come to us, I will send thee with them and give thee somewhat to bring thee to thine own country.'.?OF THE APPOINTED TERM, (128) WHICH,

IF IT BE ADVANCED, MAY NOT BE DEFERRED AND IF IT BE DEFERRED, MAY NOT BE ADVANCED..? ? ? ? ? Thou layst on me a

load too great to bear, and thus thou dost But that my burdens I may bind and so towards thee fare..The Twenty-fifth Night of the Month..Officer's

Story, The Fourteenth, ii. 183..? ? ? ? ? s. The Journeyman and the Girl dccccix.?STORY OF THE FOUL-FAVOURED MAN AND HIS FAIR

WIFE..142. El Asmai and the three Girls of Bassora dclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? Fair patience use, for ease still followeth after stress And all things have

their time and ordinance no less..'Hearkening and obedience,' answered El Ased and flew till he came to the Crescent Mountain, when he sought

audience of Meimoun, who bade admit him. So he entered and kissing the earth before him, gave him Queen Kemeriyeh's message, which when he

heard he said to the Afrit, 'Return whence thou comest and say to thy mistress, "Be silent and thou wilt do wisely." Else will I come and seize upon

her and make her serve Tuhfeh; and if the kings of the Jinn assemble together against me and I be overcome of them, I will not leave her to scent

the wind of this world and she shall be neither mine nor theirs, for that she is presently my soul (243) from between my ribs; and how shall any part

with his soul?' When the Afrit heard Meimoun's words, he said to him, 'By Allah, O Meimoun, thou hast lost thy wits, that thou speakest these

words of my mistress, and thou one of her servants!' Whereupon Meimoun cried out and said to him, 'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn! Wilt thou

bespeak the like of me with these words?' Then, he bade those who were about him smite El Ased, but he took flight and soaring into the air,

betook himself to his mistress and told her that which had passed; and she said, 'Thou hast done well, O cavalier.'.To return to King El Aziz. When

his son El Abbas left him, he was desolated for him with an exceeding desolation, he and his mother; and when tidings of him tarried long and the

appointed time passed [and the prince returned not], the king caused public proclamation to be made, commanding all his troops to make ready to
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mount and go forth in quest of his son El Abbas at the end of three days, after which time no cause of hindrance nor excuse should be admitted

unto any. So on the fourth day, the king bade number the troops, and behold, they were four-and-twenty thousand horse, besides servants and

followers. Accordingly, they reared the standards and the drums beat to departure and the king set out [with his army], intending for Baghdad; nor

did he cease to fare on with all diligence, till he came within half a day's journey of the city and bade his troops encamp in [a place there called] the

Green Meadow. So they pitched the tents there, till the country was straitened with them, and set up for the king a pavilion of green brocade,

broidered with pearls and jewels..Ibn es Semmak and Er Reshid, i. 195..Then said I, "A man cannot well accomplish all whereof he hath need in

the market-places." "Hast thou a house?" asked she. "No, by Allah," answered I; "nor is this town my dwelling-place." "By Allah," rejoined she,

"nor have I a place; but I will contrive for thee." Then she went on before me and I followed her till she came to a lodging-house and said to the

housekeeper, "Hast thou an empty chamber?" "Yes," answered she; and my mistress said, "Give us the key." So we took the key and going up to

see the room, entered it; after which she went out to the housekeeper and [giving her a dirhem], said to her, "Take the key-money, (110) for the

room pleaseth us, and here is another dirhem for thy trouble. Go, fetch us a pitcher of water, so we may [refresh ourselves] and rest till the time of

the noonday siesta pass and the heat decline, when the man will go and fetch the [household] stuff." Therewith the housekeeper rejoiced and

brought us a mat and two pitchers of water on a tray and a leather rug..? ? ? ? ? O ye who have withered my heart and marred my hearing and my

sight, Desire and transport for your sake wax on me night and day..? ? ? ? ? "My soul be thy ransom,"quoth I,"for thy grace! Indeed, to the oath that

thou swor'st thou wast true.".Then they agreed upon a device between them, to wit, that they should feign an occasion in their own country, under

pretext that she had there wealth buried from the time of her husband Melik Shah and that none knew of it but this eunuch who was with her,

wherefore it behoved that he should go and fetch it. So she acquainted the king her husband with this and sought of him leave for the eunuch to go:

and the king granted him permission for the journey and charged him cast about for a device, lest any get wind of him. Accordingly, the eunuch

disguised himself as a merchant and repairing to Belehwan's city, began to enquire concerning the youth's case; whereupon they told him that he

had been prisoned in an underground dungeon and that his uncle had released him and dispatched him to such a place, where they had slain him.

When the eunuch heard this, it was grievous to him and his breast was straitened and he knew not what he should do..Now there was in the house a

fair singing-girl and when she saw the singer pinioned and bound to the tree, she waited till the Persian lay down on his couch, when she arose and

going to the singer, fell to condoling with him over what had betided him and ogling him and handling his yard and rubbing it, till it rose on end.

Then said she to him, 'Do thou swive me and I will loose thy bonds, lest he return and beat thee again; for he purposeth thee evil.' Quoth he, 'Loose

me and I will do.' But she said, 'I fear that, [if I loose thee], thou wilt not do. But I will do, and thou standing; and when I have done, I will loose

thee.' So saying, she pulled up her clothes and sitting down on the singer's yard, fell to going and coming..King Shah Bekht and His Vizier Er

Rehwan.Then he sprang up [and going] to the place wherein was the other half of his good, [took it] and lived with it well; and he swore that he

would never again consort with those whom he knew, but would company only with the stranger nor entertain him but one night and that, whenas it

morrowed, he would never know him more. So he fell to sitting every night on the bridge (7) and looking on every one who passed by him; and if

he saw him to be a stranger, he made friends with him and carried him to his house, where he caroused with him till the morning. Then he

dismissed him and would never more salute him nor ever again drew near unto him neither invited him..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab

dcccciii.148. The Lovers of Medina dcxcvi.The raft fared on with me, running along the surface of the river, and entered into the inward of the

mountain, where the light of day forsook me and I abode dazed and stupefied, unknowing whither I went. Whenas I hungered, I ate a little of the

victual I had with me, till it was all spent and I abode expecting the mercy of the Lord of all creatures. (206) Presently I found myself in a strait

[channel] in the darkness and my head rubbed against the roof of the cave; and in this case I abode awhile, knowing not night from day, whilst anon

the channel grew straiter and anon widened out; and whenas my breast was straitened and I was confounded at my case, sleep took me and I knew

neither little nor much..When the druggist heard the singer's words, he was certified of the case and knew that the calamity, all of it, was in his own

house and that the wife was his wife; and he saw the shirt, whereupon he redoubled in certainty and said to the singer, 'Art thou now going to her?'

'Yes, O my brother,' answered he and taking leave of him, went away; whereupon the druggist started up, as he were a madman, and ungarnished

his shop. (199) Whilst he was thus engaged, the singer won to the house, and presently up came the druggist and knocked at the door. The singer

would have wrapped himself up in the rug, but she forbade him and said to him, 'Get thee down to the bottom of the house and enter the oven (200)

and shut the lid upon thyself.' So he did as she bade him and she went down to her husband and opened the door to him, whereupon he entered and

went round about the house, but found no one and overlooked the oven. So he stood meditating and swore that he would not go forth of the house

till the morrow..? ? ? ? ? My royal couch have I forsworn, sequestering myself From all, and have mine eyes forbid the taste of sleep's delight..By

Allah, come ye forth to me, for lo, I'm come to you I May he who's wronged the victory get and God defend the right! (70).Here Queen Es Shuhba

bade them farewell and taking her troops, returned to her palace, whilst the kings also went away to their abodes and the Sheikh Aboultawaif

addressed himself to divert Tuhfeh till nightfall, when he mounted her on the back of one of the Afrits and bade other thirty gather together all that

she had gotten of treasure and raiment and jewels and dresses of honour. [Then they flew off,] whilst Iblis went with her, and in less than the

twinkling of an eye he set her down in her sleeping-chamber. Then he and those who were with him took leave of her and went away. When

Tuhfeh found herself in her own chamber and on her couch, her reason fled for joy and it seemed to her as if she had never stirred thence. Then she
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took the lute and tuned it and touched it on wondrous wise and improvised verses and sang..IBN ES SEMMAK AND ER RESHID. (161).? ? ? ? ?

O my God! Who is stronger than Thou in resource? The Subtle, Thou knowest my plight and my pain..[When the appointed day arrived], I arose

and changing my clothes and favour, donned sailor's apparel; then I took with me a purse full of gold and buying good [victual for the]

morning-meal, accosted a boatman [at Deir et Tin] and sat down and ate with him; after which said I to him, "Wilt thou hire me thy boat?" Quoth

he, "The Commander of the Faithful hath commanded me to be here;" and he told me the story of the concubines and how the Khalif purposed to

drown them that day. When I heard this from him, I brought out to him half a score dinars and discovered to him my case, whereupon quoth he to

me, "O my brother, get thee empty calabashes, and when thy mistress cometh, give me to know of her and I will contrive the trick.".When it was

eventide, the king caused avoid his sitting chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself and making his obeisance to the king, kissed

the earth before him and bespoke him as follows:.149. El Melik en Nasir and his Vizier dcxcvii.Lavish of House and Victual to one whom he knew

not, The Man who was, i. 293..Presently, the king [of the city] was minded to go forth to his garden, (206) a-pleasuring, and bade the cook forego

him thither and appoint in his stead one who should dress meat for the king, so that, when he returned, he might find it ready. So the cook fell

a-considering of whom he should appoint and was bewildered concerning his affair. As he was on this wise, the old man came to him and seeing

him perplexed how he should do, said to him, 'Tell me what is in thy mind; belike, I may avail to relieve thee.' So he acquainted him with the king's

wishes and he said, 'Have no care for this, but leave me one of the serving-men and go thou in peace and surety, for I will suffice thee of this.' So

the cook departed with the king, after he had brought the old man what he needed and left him a man of the guards..? ? ? ? ? Awaken, O ye sleepers

all, and profit, whilst it's here By what's vouchsafed of fortune fair and life untroubled, clear..? ? ? ? ? An if my substance fail, no one there is will

succour me,.? ? ? ? ? How long shall I anights distracted be for love Of thee? How long th' assaults of grief and woes abide?.? ? ? ? ? Light of mine

eyes, my hope, my wish, my thirsting eyes With looking on thy face can never sate their drought..Fourth Officer's Story, The, ii. 142..There was

once in the land [of Egypt and] the city of Cairo, [under the dynasty] of the Turks, (84) a king of the valiant kings and the exceeding mighty

Sultans, by name El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari. (85) He was used to storm the Islamite strongholds and the fortresses of the

Coast (86) and the Nazarene citadels, and the governor of his [capital] city was just to the folk, all of them. Now El Melik ez Zahir was

passionately fond of stories of the common folk and of that which men purposed and loved to see this with his eyes and hear their sayings with his

ears, and it befell that he heard one night from one of his story-tellers (87) that among women are those who are doughtier than men of valour and

greater of excellence and that among them are those who will do battle with the sword and others who cozen the quickest-witted of magistrates and

baffle them and bring down on them all manner of calamity; whereupon quoth the Sultan, 'I would fain hear this of their craft from one of those

who have had to do theiewith, so I may hearken unto him and cause him tell.' And one of the story-tellers said, 'O king, send for the chief of the

police of the town.'.When the night darkened on her, she called him to mind and her heart clave to him and sleep visited her not; and on this wise

she abode days and nights, till she sickened and abstained from food. So her lord went in to her and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, how findest thou

thyself?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am dead without recourse and I beseech thee to bring me my shroud, so I may look on it before my death."

Therewithal he went out from her, sore concerned for her, and betook himself to a friend of his, a draper, who had been present on the day when the

damsel was cried [for sale]. Quoth his friend to him, "Why do I see thee troubled?" And he answered, "Sitt el Milah is at the point of death and

these three days she hath neither eaten nor drunken. I questioned her to-day of her case and she said, 'O my lord, buy me a shroud, so I may look on

it before my death.'" Quoth the draper, "Methinks nought ails her but that she is enamoured of the young Damascene and I counsel thee to mention

his name to her and avouch to her that he hath foregathered with thee on her account and is desirous of coming to thy house, so he may hear

somewhat of her singing. If she say, 'I reck not of him, for there is that to do with me which distracteth me from the Damascene and from other

than he,' know that she saith sooth concerning her sickness; but, if she say to thee other than this, acquaint me therewith.'".When King Shah Bekht

heard his vizier's speech, he was confounded before him and abashed and marvelled at the gravity of his understanding and his patience. So he

sprang up to him and embraced him and the vizier kissed his feet. Then the king called for a sumptuous dress of honour and cast it over Er Rehwan

and entreated him with the utmost honour and showed him special favour and restored him to his rank and vizierate. Moreover he imprisoned those

who had sought his destruction with leasing and committed unto himself to pass judgment upon the interpreter who had expounded to him the

dream. So the vizier abode in the governance of the realm till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights; and this (added Shehrzad) is all, O king

of the age, that hath come down to us of King Shah Bekht and his vizier..? ? ? ? ? To lovers, "What see ye?" he saith, and to hearts of stone, "What

love ye," quoth he, "[if to love me ye disdain?"].? ? ? ? ? Saying, "Thy fill of union take; no spy is there on us, Whom we should fear, nor yet

reproach our gladness may abate.".? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.Jest of a Thief, A Merry, ii. 186..When it was the second day,

the second of the king's viziers, whose name was Beheroun, came in to him and said, "God advance the king! This that yonder youth hath done is a

grave matter and a foul deed and a heinous against the household of the king." So Azadbekht bade fetch the youth, because of the saying of the

vizier; and when he came into his presence, he said to him, "Out on thee, O youth! Needs must I slay thee by the worst of deaths, for indeed thou

hast committed a grave crime, and I will make thee a warning to the folk." "O king," answered the youth, "hasten not, for the looking to the issues

of affairs is a pillar of the realm and [a cause of] continuance and sure stablishment for the kingship. Whoso looketh not to the issues of affairs,

there befalleth him that which befell the merchant, and whoso looketh to the issues of affairs, there betideth him of joyance that which betided the
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merchant's son." "And what is the story of the merchant and his son?" asked the king. "O king," answered the youth,.The queen rejoiced in her and

putting out her hand to her, drew her to herself and seated her by her side on the couch; whereupon Tuhfeh kissed her hands and the queen said to

her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that all that thou treadest of these belong not to any of the Jinn, (224) for that I am the queen of them all and the Sheikh

Aboultawaif Iblis sought my permission (225) and prayed me to be present at the circumcision of his son. So I sent to him, in my stead, a slave-girl

of my slave-girls, to wit, Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who is vice-queen of my kingdom. When she was present at the wedding and saw thee

and heard thy singing, she sent to me, giving me to know of thee and setting forth to me thine elegance and pleasantness and the goodliness of thy

breeding and thy singing. So I am come to thee, for that which I have heard of thy charms, and this shall bring thee great worship in the eyes of all

the Jinn.' (226).? ? ? ? ? Make drink your usance in my company And flout the time that languishing doth go..? ? ? ? ? Lo, since the day I left you,

O my masters, Life is not sweet, no aye my heart is light..Sitt el Milah, Noureddin Ali of Damascus and, iii. 3..?THE EIGHTH OFFICER'S

STORY..? ? ? ? ? After your loss, nor trace of me nor vestige would remain, Did not the hope of union some whit my strength sustain..Now, when

the draper saw the turban-cloth, he resolved to put away his wife and waited but till he should get together that which was obligatory on him of the

dowry and what not else, (56) for fear of her people. When the old woman arose in the morning, she took the young man and carried him to the

draper's house. The wife opened the door to her and the ill-omened old woman entered with him and said to the lady, "Go, fetch that which thou

wouldst have fine-drawn and give it to my son." So saying, she locked the door on her, whereupon the young man forced her and did his occasion

of her and went forth. Then said the old woman to her, "Know that this is my son and that he loved thee with an exceeding love and was like to lose

his life for longing after thee. So I practised on thee with this device and came to thee with this turban-cloth, which is not thy husband's, but my

son's. Now have I accomplished my desire; so do thou trust in me and I will put a trick on thy husband for the setting thee right with him, and thou

wilt be obedient to me and to him and to my son." (57) And the wife answered, saying, "It is well. Do so.".?THE SIXTH VOYAGE OF SINDBAD

THE SAILOR..? ? ? ? ? o. The King's Son and the Merchant's Wife dxci.Meanwhile, Aboulhusn gave not over snoring in his sleep, till the day

broke and the rising of the sun drew near, when a waiting-woman came up to him and said to him, "O our lord [it is the hour of] the morning-

prayer." When he heard the girl's words, he laughed and opening his eyes, turned them about the place and found himself in an apartment the walls

whereof were painted with gold and ultramarine and its ceiling starred with red gold. Around it were sleeping-chambers, with curtains of

gold-embroidered silk let down over their doors, and all about vessels of gold and porcelain and crystal and furniture and carpets spread and lamps

burning before the prayer-niche and slave-girls and eunuchs and white slaves and black slaves and boys and pages and attendants. When he saw

this, he was confounded in his wit and said, "By Allah, either I am dreaming, or this is Paradise and the Abode of Peace!" (18) And he shut his eyes

and went to sleep again. Quoth the waiting-woman, "O my lord, this is not of thy wont, O Commander of the Faithful!".Merchant, The Unlucky, i.

73..I marvel for that to my love I see thee now incline, iii. 112..? ? ? ? ? p. The Foxes and the Wolf dccccxxi.When the prince saw her in this plight,

he was as a sleeper awakened and said to her, "What hath befallen thee? Set out to me thy case." "God on thee," answered she, "nevermore send me

to Mariyeh, and do thou protect me, so may God protect thee from the fires of hell!" Then she related to him that which had bedded her with

Mariyeh; which when he heard, there took him the shamefastness of the generous and this was grievous unto him. The love of Mariyeh fled forth of

his heart and he said to the nurse, "How much hadst thou of Mariyeh every month?" "Ten dinars," answered she, and he said, "Be not concerned."

Then he put his hand to his poke and bringing out two hundred dinars, gave them to her and said, "Take this for a whole year's wage and turn not

again to serve any one. When the year is out, I will give thee two years' wage, for that thou hast wearied thyself with us and on account of the

cutting off of thy dependence upon Mariyeh.".82. Said ben Salim and the Barmecides cccxcii.Reshid (Er) and the Barmecides, i. 189..The eunuch

fell a-weeping in the pit and the youth said to him, 'What is this weeping and what shall it profit here?' Quoth the eunuch, 'I weep not for fear of

death, but of pity for thee and the sorriness of thy case and because of thy mother's heart and for that which thou hast suffered of horrors and that

thy death should be this abject death, after the endurance of all manner stresses.' But the youth said, 'That which hath betided me was forewrit to me

and that which is written none hath power to efface; and if my term be advanced, none may avail to defer it.' (136) Then they passed that night and

the following day and the next night and the next day [in the pit], till they were weak with hunger and came near upon death and could but groan

feebly..? ? ? ? ? Bravo for a fawn with a houri's eye of black, Like the sun or the shining moon midst the starry train!.? ? ? ? ? c. Hemmad the

Bedouin's Story cxliv.? ? ? ? ? My watering lips, that cull the rose of thy soft cheek, declare My basil, (131) lily mine, to be the myrtles of thy

hair..38. The Lover who feigned himself a Thief to save his Mistress's Honour dlvii.Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun el Hakim bi Amrillah, The

Merchant of Cairo and the, iii. 171..Ishac entered, he and his company, and seating themselves in the place of honour, amused themselves by

looking on the slave-girls and mamelukes and watching how they were sold, till the sale came to an end, when some of the folk went away and

other some sat. Then said the slave-dealer, 'Let none sit with us except him who buyeth by the thousand [dinars] and upwards.' So those who were

present withdrew and there remained none but Er Reshid and his company; whereupon the slave-dealer called the damsel, after he had caused set

her a chair of fawwak, (170) furnished with Greek brocade, and it was as she were the sun shining in the clear sky. When she entered, she saluted

and sitting down, took the lute and smote upon it, after she had touched its strings and tuned it, so that all present were amazed. Then she sang

thereto the following verses:.The Fourth Day..On this wise we abode a whole year, at the end of which time she was absent (185) from me a

month's space, wherefore fire raged in my heart on her account. When it was the next month, behold, a little eunuch presented himself to me and
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said, "I am a messenger to thee from such an one," [naming my mistress], "who giveth thee to know that the Commander of the Faithful hath

sentenced her to be drowned, her and those who are with her, six-and-twenty slave-girls, on such a day at Deir et Tin, (186) for that they have

confessed against one another of lewdness, and she biddeth thee look how thou mayst do with her and how thou mayst contrive to deliver her, even

if thou gather together all her money and spend it upon her, for that this is the time of manhood." (187) Quoth I, "I know not this woman; belike it

is other than I [to whom this message is addressed]; so beware, O eunuch, lest thou cast me into stress." Quoth he, "Behold, I have told thee [that

which I had to say,"] and went away, leaving me in concern [on her account]..[On this wise he abode a pretty while] and the days ceased not and

the nights to transport him from country to country, till he came to the land of the Greeks and lighted down in a city of the cities thereof, wherein

was Galen the Sage; but the weaver knew him not, nor was he ware who he was. So he went forth, according to his wont, in quest of a place where

the folk might assemble together, and hired Galen's courtyard. (20) There he spread his carpet and setting out thereon his drugs and instruments of

medicine, praised himself and his skill and vaunted himself of understanding such as none but he might claim..Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milah,

Noureddin, iii. 3..? ? ? ? ? And scatter musk on him and ambergris, so long As time endures; for this is all my wish and care..Meanwhile, news was

brought that Khorassan had been conquered; (23) whereupon Er Reshid rejoiced and bade decorate Baghdad and release all who were in the

prisons, giving each of them a dinar and a dress. So Jaafer addressed himself to the decoration of the city and bade his brother El Fezl ride to the

prison and clothe and release the prisoners. El Fezl did his brother's bidding and released all but the young Damascene, who abode still in the

Prison of Blood, saying, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime! Verily, we are God's and to Him we return."

Then said El Fezl to the gaoler, "Is there any prisoner left in the prison?" "No," answered he, and El Fezl was about to depart, when Noureddin

called out to him from within the prison, saying, "O my lord, tarry, for there remaineth none in the prison other than I and indeed I am oppressed.

This is a day of clemency and there is no disputing concerning it." El Fezl bade release him; so they set him free and he gave him a dress and a

dinar. So the young man went out, bewildered and knowing not whither he should go, for that he had abidden in the prison nigh a year and indeed

his condition was changed and his favour faded, and he abode walking and turning round, lest El Muradi should come upon him and cast him into

another calamity..On the third day I said to myself, "Thou art mad or witless!" For I was going about in quest of a woman who knew me and I

knew her not, seeing that indeed she was veiled, [whenas I saw her]. Then I went round about the third day till the hour of afternoon prayer, and

sore was my concern and my chagrin, for I knew that there abode to me of my life but [till] the morrow, when the chief of the police would seek

me. When it was the time of sundown, I passed through one of the streets, and beheld a woman at a window. Her door was ajar and she was

clapping her hands and casting furtive glances at me, as who should say, "Come up by the door." So I went up, without suspicion, and when I

entered, she rose and clasped me to her breast 1 marvelled at her affair and she said to me, "I am she whom thou depositedst with Amin el Hukm."

Quoth I to her, "O my sister, I have been going round and round in quest of thee, for indeed thou hast done a deed that will be chronicled in history

and hast cast me into slaughter (100) on thine account." "Sayst thou this to me," asked she, "and thou captain of men?" And I answered, "How

should I not be troubled, seeing that I am in concern [for an affair] that I turn over and over [in my mind], more by token that I abide my day long

going about [searching for thee] and in the night I watch its stars [for wakefulness]?" Quoth she, "Nought shall betide but good, and thou shalt get

the better of him.".They tell that El Hejjaj (70) once commanded the Master of Police [of Bassora] to go round about [the city] by night, and

whomsoever he found [abroad] after nightfall, that he should strike off his head. So he went round one night of the nights and came upon three

youths staggering from side to side, and on them signs of [intoxication with] wine. So the officers laid hold of them and the captain of the watch

said to them, "Who are ye that ye transgress the commandment of the [lieutenant of the] Commander of the Faithful and come abroad at this hour?"

Quoth one of the youths, "I am the son of him to whom [all] necks (71) abase themselves, alike the nose-pierced (72) of them and the

[bone-]breaker; (73) they come to him in their own despite, abject and submissive, and he taketh of their wealth (74) and of their blood.".Selim

abode in the governance, invested with the sultanate, and ruled the people a whole year, after which he returned to El Mensoureh and sojourned

there another year. And he [and his wife] ceased not to go from city to city and abide in this a year and that a year, till he was vouchsafed children

and they grew up, whereupon he appointed him of his sons, who was found fitting, to be his deputy in [one] kingdom [and abode himself in the

other]; and he lived, he and his wife and children, what while God the Most High willed. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this story

rarer or more extraordinary than that of the king of Hind and his wronged and envied vizier.".When those who were present heard this, they kissed

the earth before him and offered up prayers for him and for the damsel Shehrzad, and the vizier thanked her. Then Shehriyar made an end of the

session in all weal, whereupon the folk dispersed to their dwelling-places and the news was bruited abroad that the king purposed to marry the

vizier's daughter Shehrzad. Then he proceeded to make ready the wedding gear, and [when he had made an end of his preparations], he sent after

his brother King Shahzeman, who came, and King Shehriyar went forth to meet him with the troops. Moreover, they decorated the city after the

goodliest fashion and diffused perfumes [from the censing-vessels] and [burnt] aloes-wood and other perfumes in all the markets and thoroughfares

and rubbed themselves with saffron, what while the drums beat and the flutes and hautboys sounded and it was a notable day..? ? ? ? ? What

strength have I solicitude and long desire to bear? Why art thou purposed to depart and leave me to despair?.? ? ? ? ? I saw thee, O thou best of all

the human race, display A book that came to teach the Truth to those in error's way..134. The Malice of Women dlxxviii.? ? ? ? ? bb. The King of

Hind and his Visier dccccxxviii.Then they brought the raft before him and I said to him, 'O my lord, I am in thy hands, I and all my good.' He
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looked at the raft and seeing therein jacinths and emeralds and crude ambergris, the like whereof was not in his treasuries, marvelled and was

amazed at this. Then said he, 'O Sindbad, God forbid that we should covet that which God the Most High hath vouchsafed unto thee! Nay, it

behoveth us rather to further thee on thy return to thine own country.' So I called down blessings on him and thanked him. Then he signed to one of

his attendants, who took me and established me in a goodly lodging, and the king assigned me a daily allowance and pages to wait on me. And

every day I used to go in to him and he entertained me and entreated me friendly and delighted in my converse; and as often as our assembly broke

up, I went out and walked about the town and the island, diverting myself by viewing them..? ? ? ? ? u. The Two Sharpers who cheated each his

Fellow dccccxi.Quoth Selim to her, 'It is for thee to decide and excellent is that which thou counsellest; so let us do this, in the name of God the

Most High, trusting in Him for grace and guidance.' So they arose and took the richest of their clothes and the lightest of that which was in their

treasuries of jewels and things of price and gathered together a great matter. Then they equipped them ten mules and hired them servants of other

than the people of the country; and Selim bade his sister Selma don man's apparel. Now she was the likest of all creatures to him, so that, [when she

was clad in man's attire,] the folk knew no difference between them, extolled be the perfection of Him who hath no like, there is no God but He!

Then he bade her mount a horse, whilst he himself bestrode another, and they set out, under cover of the night. None of their family nor of the

people of their house knew of them; so they fared on into the wide world of God and gave not over going night and day two months' space, at the

end of which time they came to a city on the sea-shore of the land of Mekran, by name Es Sherr, and it is the first city in Sind..77. King Kisra

Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel ccclxxxix
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