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? ? ? ? ? What is there in the tents? Their burdens are become A lover's, whose belov'd is in the litters' shrined..? ? ? ? ? Thy loss is the fairest of all
my heart's woes; My case it hath altered and banished repose..When the king heard this story, he smiled and it pleased him and he bade the vizier
go away to his own house..Then she came down from the tree and rent her clothes and said, 'O villain, if these be thy dealings with me before my
eyes, how dost thou when thou art absent from me?' Quoth he, 'What aileth thee?' and she said, 'I saw thee swive the woman before my very eyes.'
'Not so, by Allah!' cried he. 'But hold thy peace till I go up and see.' So he climbed the tree and no sooner did he begin to do so than up came the
lover [from his hiding-place] and taking the woman by the legs, [fell to swiving her]. When the husband came to the top of the tree, he looked and
beheld a man swiving his wife. So he said, 'O strumpet, what doings are these?' And he made haste to come down from the tree to the ground; [but
meanwhile the lover had returned to his hiding- place] and his wife said to him, 'What sawest thou?' 'I saw a man swive thee,' answered he; and she
said, 'Thou liest; thou sawest nought and sayst this but of conjecture.'.? ? ? ? ? So fell and fierce my stroke is, if on a mountain high It lit, though all
of granite, right through its midst 'twould shear..? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and the Loaves of Bread dlxxx.Then she drank three cups and filling the
old man other three, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Thou, thou enjoy'st repose and comfortable sleep, Nor of the mis'ries reckst by which my
heart is wried..When El Aziz had sat awhile, he summoned the mamelukes of his son El Abbas, and they were five-and-twenty in number, besides
half a score slave-girls, as they were moons, five of whom the king had brought with him and other five he had left with the prince's mother. When
the mamelukes came before him, he cast over each of them a mantle of green brocade and bade them mount like horses of one and the same fashion
and enter Baghdad and enquire concerning their lord El Abbas. So they entered the city and passed through the [streets and] markets, and there
abode in Baghdad nor old man nor boy but came forth to gaze on them and divert himself with the sight of their beauty and grace and the
goodliness of their aspect and of their clothes and horses, for that they were even as moons. They gave not over going till they came to the royal
palace, where they halted, and the king looked at them and seeing their beauty and the goodliness of their apparel and the brightness of their faces,
said, "Would I knew of which of the tribes these are!" And he bade the eunuch bring him news of them..Ninth Officer's Story, The, ii. 167..? ? ? ? ?
I hope for present (62) good [and bounty at thy hand,] For souls of men are still to present (63) good inclined..Then he called his servant Aamir and
said to him, "Saddle the horses." When the nurse heard his words and indeed [she saw that] Aamir brought him the horses and they were resolved
upon departure, the tears ran down upon her cheeks and she said to him, "By Allah, thy separation is grievous to me, O solace of the eye!" Then
said she, "Where is the goal of thine intent, so we may know thy news and solace ourselves with thy report?" Quoth he, "I go hence to visit Akil,
the son of my father's brother, for that he hath his sojourn in the camp of Kundeh ben Hisham, and these twenty years have I not seen him nor he
me; wherefore I purpose to repair to him and discover his news and return hither. Then will I go hence to Yemen, if it be the will of God the Most
High.".When the king heard this, he said in himself, "Since the tither repented, in consequence of the admonitions [of the woodcutter], it behoves
that I spare this vizier, so I may hear the story of the thief and the woman." And he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging..The king gave ear to
her counsel and despatching the eunuch for the mamelukes, assigned them a lodging and said to them, "Have patience, till the king give you tidings
of your lord El Abbas." When they heard his words, their eyes ran over with plenteous tears, of their much longing for the sight of their lord. Then
the king bade the queen enter the privy chamber (97) and let down the curtain (98) [before the door thereof]. So she did this and he summoned
them to his presence. When they stood before him, they kissed the earth, to do him worship, and showed forth their breeding (99) and magnified his
dignity. He bade them sit, but they refused, till he conjured them by their lord El Abbas. So they sat down and he caused set before them food of
various kinds and fruits and sweetmeats. Now within the Lady Afifeh's palace was an underground way communicating with the palace of the
princess Mariyeh. So the queen sent after her and she came to her, whereupon she made her stand behind the curtain and gave her to know that El
Abbas was the king's son of Yemen and that these were his mamelukes. Moreover, she told her that the prince's father had levied his troops and
was come with his army in quest of him and that he had pitched his camp in the Green Meadow and despatched these mamelukes to make enquiry
of their lord. So Mariyeh abode looking upon them and upon their beauty and grace and the goodliness of their apparel, till they had eaten their fill
of food and the tables were removed; whereupon the king recounted to them the story of El Abbas and they took leave of him and went away..? ? ?
? ? Whose subtleness might well infect the understanding folk; And secrets didst thou, in thy cheer, to us communicate..Then he brought out the
casket of jewellery [and showed it to an expert,] who told him that the trinkets were gilt and that their worth was but an hundred dirhems. When he
heard this, he was sore concerned thereat and presenting himself before the Sultan's deputy, made his complaint to him; whereupon the latter knew
that a trick had been put off upon him and that the folk had cozened him and gotten the better of him and taken his stuffs. Now the magistrate in
question was a man of good counsel and judgment, well versed in affairs; so he said to the draper, "Remove somewhat from thy shop, [and
amongst the rest the casket,] and on the morrow break the lock and cry out and come to me and complain that they have plundered all thy shop.
Moreover, do thou call [upon God for succour] and cry aloud and acquaint the folk, so that all the people may resort to thee and see the breach of
the lock and that which is missing from thy shop; and do thou show it to every one who presenteth himself, so the news may be noised abroad, and
tell them that thy chief concern is for a casket of great value, deposited with thee by a great man of the town and that thou standest in fear of him.
But be thou not afraid and still say in thy converse, 'My casket belonged to such an one, and I fear him and dare not bespeak him; but you, O
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company and all ye who are present, I call you to witness of this for me.' And if there be with thee more than this talk, [say it;] and the old woman
will come to thee.".Now Ilmeddin Senjer was at that time Master of Police and he was a man of experience, well versed in affairs: so the king sent
for him and when he came before him, he discovered to him that which was in his mind. Quoth Ilmeddin Senjer, 'I will do my endeavour for that
which our lord the Sultan seeketh.' Then he arose and returning to his house, summoned the captains of the watch and the lieutenants of police and
said to them, 'Know that I purpose to marry my son and make him a bride-feast, and it is my wish that ye assemble, all of you, in one place. I also
will be present, I and my company, and do ye relate that which ye have heard of extraordinary occurrences and that which hath betided you of
experiences.' And the captains and sergeants and agents of police made answer to him, saying, 'It is well: in the name of God! We will cause thee
see all this with thine eyes and hear it with thine ears.' Then the master of police arose and going up to El Melik ez Zahir, informed him that the
assembly would take place on such a day at his house; and the Sultan said, 'It is well,' and gave him somewhat of money for his expenses..? ? ? ? ?
Tis gazed at for its slender swaying shape And cherished for its symmetry and sheen..Reshid (Er) and the Barmecides, i. 189..So Abdulmelik went
away to his house, whither he found that the money had foregone him, and on the morrow Jaafer presented himself before the Khalif and
acquainted him with what had passed and that he had appointed Abdulmelik's son governor of Egypt and had promised him his daughter in
marriage. Er Reshid approved of this and confirmed the appointment and the marriage. [Then he sent for the young man] and he went not forth of
the palace of the Khalif till he wrote him the patent [of investiture with the government] of Egypt; and he let bring the Cadis and the witnesses and
drew up the contract of marriage..Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of, ii. 117..Now the king of
the Greeks heard tell of the damsel (132) and of the beauty and grace wherewith she was gifted, wherefore his heart clave to her and he sent to seek
her in marriage of Suleiman Shah, who could not refuse him. So he arose and going in to Shah Khatoun, said to her, 'O my daughter, the king of the
Greeks hath sent to me to seek thee in marriage. What sayst thou?' She wept and answered, saying, 'O king, how canst thou find it in thy heart to
bespeak me thus? Abideth there husband for me, after the son of my uncle?' 'O my daughter,' rejoined the king, 'it is indeed as thou sayest; but let
us look to the issues of affairs. Needs must I take account of death, for that I am an old man and fear not but for thee and for thy little son; and
indeed I have written to the king of the Greeks and others of the kings and said, "His uncle slew him," and said not that he [hath recovered and] is
living, but concealed his affair. Now hath the king of the Greeks sent to demand thee in marriage, and this is no thing to be refused and fain would
we have our back strengthened with him." (133) And she was silent and spoke not..? ? ? ? ? Woe's me for one who burns for love and longing pain!
Alas for the regrets my heart that rend and tear!.? ? ? ? ? The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height, As swoops a hawk, with wings
all open in full flight;.So the young man went to his lodging and fetching a purse, returned to the girl's owner and counted out to him the price
aforesaid, whilst the draper was between them. Then said he, "Bring her forth;" but the other answered, "She cannot come forth at this present; but
be thou my guest the rest of this day and night, and on the morrow thou shall take thy slave-girl and go in the protection of God." The youth fell in
with him of this and he carried him to his house, where, after a little, he let bring meat and wine, and they [ate and] drank. Then said Noureddin to
the girl's owner, "I beseech thee bring me the damsel, for that I bought her not but for the like of this time." So he arose and [going in to the girl],
said to her, "O Sitt el Milan, the young man hath paid down thy price and we have bidden him hither; so he hath come to our dwelling and we have
entertained him, and he would fain have thee be present with him.".Then I sang and the captain said, "It is good," Quoth I, "Nay, but thou art
loathly." He looked at me and said, "By Allah, thou shalt never more scent the odour of the world!" But his comrades said to him, "Do it not," and
appeased him, till he said, "If it must be so, she shall abide here a whole year, not going forth." And I said, "I am content to submit to whatsoever
pleaseth thee. If I have erred, thou art of those to whom pertaineth clemency." He shook his head and drank, then arose and went out to do his
occasion, what while his comrades were occupied with what they were about of merry-making and drunkenness and sport. So I winked to my
fellows and we slipped out into the corridor. We found the door open and fled forth, unveiled and knowing not whither we went; nor did we halt till
we had left the house far behind and happened on a cook cooking, to whom said I, "Hast thou a mind to quicken dead folk?" And he said, "Come
up." So we went up into the shop, and he said, 'Lie down." Accordingly, we lay down and he covered us with the grass, (137) wherewith he was
used to kindle [the fire] under the food..?THE THIEF'S STORY..Ramazan in my life ne'er I fasted, nor e'er, i. 49..? ? ? ? ? Between mine eyes and
wake ye have your dwelling-place, and thus My tears flow on unceasingly, my sighs know no relent..? ? ? ? ? k. The Prisoner and how God gave
him Relief . cccclxxxv.? ? ? ? ? She gives me to drink of her cheeks and her honeyed lips And quenches the worst of the fires that my heart
devour..? ? ? ? ? I wander seeking East and West for you, and every time Unto a camp I come, I'm told, "They've fared away again.".The folk
flocked about them, to divert themselves with watching the play, and they called the bystanders to witness of the wager and fell a-playing. El
Abbas forbore the merchant, so he might lead him on, and procrastinated with him awhile; and the merchant won and took of him the hundred
dinars. Then said the prince, "Wilt thou play another game?" And the other answered, "O youth, I will not play again, except it be for a thousand
dinars." Quoth the prince, "Whatsoever thou stakest, I will match thy stake with the like thereof." So the merchant brought out a thousand dinars
and the prince covered them with other thousand. Then they fell a-playing, but El Abbas was not long with him ere he beat him in the square of the
elephant, (77) nor did he leave to do thus till he had beaten him four times and won of him four thousand dinars..? ? ? ? ? For if "Her grave above
her is levelled" it be said, Of life and its continuance no jot indeed reck I..? ? ? ? ? The Merciful dyed me with that which I wear Of hues with
whose goodliness none may compare..Meanwhile the king said to his vizier, "How shall we do in the matter of yonder youth, the Yemani, on
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whom we thought to confer largesse, but he hath largessed us with tenfold [our gift] and more, and we know not if he be a sojourner with us or
no?" Then he went into the harem and gave the rubies to his wife Afifeh, who said to him, "What is the worth of these with thee and with [other]
the kings?" And he answered, "They are not to be found save with the greatest of kings and none may avail to price them with money." Quoth she,
"Whence gottest thou them?" So he recounted to her the story of El Abbas from first to last, and she said, "By Allah, the claims of honour are
imperative on us and the king hath fallen short of his due; for that we have not seen him bid him to his assembly, nor hath he seated him on his left
hand.".When the damsel heard these verses, she wept till her clothes were drenched and drew near the old woman, who said to her, 'Knowest thou
such an one?' And wept and said, 'He is my lord. Whence knowest thou him?' 'O my lady,' answered the old woman, 'sawst thou not the madman
who came hither yesterday with the old woman? He was thy lord. But this is no time for talk. When it is night, get thee to the top of the palace [and
wait] on the roof till thy lord come to thee and contrive for thy deliverance.' Then she gave her what she would of perfumes and returning to the
chamberlain, acquainted him with that which had passed, and he told the youth.."Leave the mention of him. Who is at the door?" Quoth Adi, "El
Akhwes el Ansari." (54) "God the Most High put him away and estrange him from His mercy!" cried Omar. "Is it not he who said, berhyming on a
man of Medina his slave-girl, so she might outlive her master ... ?" [And he repeated the following line:].Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets, The
Khalif, i. 45..TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE CALCUTTA (1839-42).When the vizier came to the King of Samarcand [and acquainted him with
his errand], he submitted himself to the commandment [of his brother and made answer] with 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then he equipped
himself and made ready for the journey and brought forth his tents and pavilions. A while after midnight, he went in to his wife, that he might take
leave of her, and found with her a strange man, sleeping with her in one bed. So he slew them both and dragging them out by the feet, cast them
away and set forth incontinent on his journey. When he came to his brother's court, the latter rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy and lodged him
in the pavilion of entertainment, [to wit, the guest-house,] beside his own palace. Now this pavilion overlooked a garden belonging to the elder king
and there the younger brother abode with him some days. Then he called to mind that which his wife had done with him and remembered him of
her slaughter and bethought him how he was a king, yet was not exempt from the vicissitudes of fortune; and this wrought upon him with an
exceeding despite, so that it caused him abstain from meat and drink, or, if he ate anything, it profited him not..Then Selim turned to Selma and
said to her, 'O sister mine, how deemest thou of this calamity and what counsellest thou thereanent?' 'O my brother,' answered she, 'indeed I know
not what I shall say concerning the like of this; but he is not disappointed who seeketh direction [of God], nor doth he repent who taketh counsel.
One getteth not the better of the traces of burning by (68) haste, and know that this is an affliction that hath descended on us; and we have need of
management to do it away, yea, and contrivance to wash withal our shame from our faces.' And they gave not over watching the gate till break of
day, when the young man opened the door and their mother took leave of him; after which he went his way and she entered, she and her
handmaid..? ? ? ? ? So make me in your morning a delight And set me in your houses, high and low;.Then the king assembled his nobles and
commons and the astrologers and said to them, 'Know that what God hath graven upon the forehead, be it fair fortune or calamity, none may avail
to efface, and all that is decreed unto a man he must needs abide. Indeed, this my caretaking and my endeavour profited me nought, for that which
God decreed unto my son, he hath abidden and that which He decreed unto me hath betided me. Nevertheless, I praise God and thank Him for that
this was at my son's hand and not at the hand of another, and praised be He for that the kingship is come to my son!' And he strained the youth to
his breast and embraced him and kissed him, saying, 'O my son, this matter was on such a wise, and of my care and watchfulness over thee from
destiny, I lodged thee in that pit; but caretaking availed not.' Then he took the crown of the kingship and set it on his son's head and caused the folk
and the people swear fealty to him and commended the subjects to his care and enjoined him to justice and equity. And he took leave of him that
night and died and his son reigned in his stead..?STORY OF THE RICH MAN WHO GAVE HIS FAIR DAUGHTER IN MARRIAGE TO THE
POOR OLD MAN..Girl, The Journeyman and the, ii. 17..With this the king's wrath subsided and he said, "Restore him to the prison till the
morrow, so we may look into his affair.".? ? ? ? ? No good's in life (to the counsel list of one who's purpose-whole,) An if thou be not drunken still
and gladden not thy soul..All who were present were delighted and the sitting-chamber shook with mirth, and Iblis said, 'Well done, O Tuhfet es
Sudour!' Then they gave not over wine-bibbing and rejoicing and making merry and tambourining and piping till the night waned and the dawn
drew near; and indeed exceeding delight entered into them. The most of them in mirth was the Sheikh Iblis, and for the excess of that which
betided him of delight, he put off all that was upon him of coloured clothes and cast them over Tuhfeh, and among the rest a robe broidered with
jewels and jacinths, worth ten thousand dinars. Then he kissed the earth and danced and put his finger to his arse and taking his beard in his hand,
said to her, 'Sing about this beard and endeavour after mirth and pleasance, and no blame shall betide thee for this.' So she improvised and sang the
following verses:.So he sat down at the sharper's head, and said to him, 'Know, O Razi, that I will not leave thee till after ten days and their nights,
wherein I will wake and sleep by thy grave. So arise and be not a fool.' But he answered him not and El Merouzi [drew his knife and] fell to
sticking it into the other's hands and feet, thinking to make him move; but [he stirred not and] he presently grew weary of this and concluded that
the sharper was dead in good earnest. [However, he still misdoubted of the case] and said in himself, 'This fellow is dissembling, so he may enjoy
all the money.' Therewith he addressed himself to prepare him [for burial] and bought him perfumes and what [not else] was needed. Then they
brought him to the washing-place and El Merouzi came to him and heating water till it boiled and bubbled and a third of it was wasted, (40) fell to
pouring it on his skin, so that it turned red and blue and blistered; but he abode still on one case [and stirred not]..36. The Mock Khalif dxliii.? ? ? ?
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? If they could hearken to Azzeh's speech, as I, I hearken to it, They straight would humble themselves to her and prone before her fall..God keep
the days of love-delight! How passing sweet they were! ii. 96.? ? ? ? ? Now that the clouds have broken their promise to our hope, We trust the
Khalif's bounty will stand to us for rain. (65).? ? ? ? ? When in the sitting-chamber we for merry-making sate, With thine eyes' radiance the place
thou didst illuminate.? ? ? ? ? It rests with him to heal me; and I (a soul he hath Must suffer that which irks it), go saying, in my fear.Actions, Of the
Issues of Good and Evil, i. 103..The Sixteenth Night of the Month..157. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif dcccxlv.When Er Razi heard this, he said,
'Yonder wittol lusteth after my wife; but I will do him a mischief.' Then he rushed in upon them, and when El Merouzi saw him, he marvelled at
him and said to him, 'How didst thou make thine escape?' So he told him the trick he had played and they abode talking of that which they had
collected from the folk [by way of alms], and indeed they had gotten great store of money. Then said El Merouzi, 'Verily, mine absence hath been
prolonged and fain would I return to my own country.' Quoth Er Rasi,' As thou wilt;' and the other said, 'Let us divide the money we have gotten
and do thou go with me to my country, so I may show thee my tricks and my fashions.' 'Come to-morrow,' replied Er Razi, 'and we will divide the
money.'.When Jemreh heard her words, she knew that, if she let her not down, she would assuredly destroy herself. So she said to her, 'O Tuhfeh,
between thee and them are a thousand fathoms; but I will bring them up to thee.' 'Nay,' answered Tuhfeh, 'needs must I go down to them and take
my pleasance in the island and look upon the sea anear; then will we return, thou and I; for that, if thou bring them up to us, they will be affrighted
and there will betide them neither easance nor gladness. As for me, I do but wish to be with them, that they may cheer me with their company
neither give over their merrymaking, so haply I may make merry with them, and indeed I swear that needs must I go down to them; else will I cast
myself upon them.' And she cajoled Jemreh and kissed her hands, till she said, 'Arise and I will set thee down beside them.'.? ? ? ? ? O friends, the
East wind waxes, the morning draweth near; A plaintive voice (114) bespeaks me and I rejoice to hear..?STORY OF THE FULLER AND HIS
WIFE..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclii.Some days after this, as I stood at the door of my house, there came up to me a
young man, with a chain about his neck and with him a trooper, and he said to me, "O my lord, charity for the love of God!" Quoth I, "God open!"
(147) and he looked at me a long while and said, "That which thou shouldst give me would not come to the value of thy turban or thy waistcloth or
what not else of thy raiment, to say nothing of the gold and the silver that was about thee." "How so?" asked I, and he said, "On such a night, when
thou fellest into peril and the thieves would have stripped thee, I was with them and said to them, 'Yonder man is my lord and my master who
reared me.' So was I the cause of thy deliverance and thus I saved thee from them." When I heard this, I said to him, "Stop;" and entering my house,
brought him that which God the Most High made easy [to me]. (148) So he went his way. And this is my story.'.Mariyeh folded the letter and gave
it to Shefikeh, bidding her carry it to El Abbas. So she took it and going with it to his door, would have entered; but the chamberlains and
serving-men forbade her, till they had gotten her leave from the prince. When she went in to him, she found him sitting in the midst of the five
damsels aforesaid, whom his father had brought him. So she gave him the letter and he took it and read it. Then he bade one of the damsels, whose
name was Khefifeh and who came from the land of China, tune her lute and sing upon the subject of separation. So she came forward and tuning
the lute, played thereon in four-and-twenty modes; after which she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.HAROUN ER
RESHID AND THE WOMAN OF THE BARMECIDES. (84).Awhile after this, there came two merchants to the king with two pearls of price and
each of them avouched that his pearl was worth a thousand dinars, but there was none who availed to value them. Then said the cook, 'God prosper
the king! Verily, the old man whom I bought avouched that he knew the quintessence of jewels and that he was skilled in cookery. We have made
proof of him in cookery and have found him the skilfullest of men; and now, if we send after him and prove him on jewels, [the truth or falsehood
of] his pretension will be made manifest to us.'.So the youth returned to his house, and indeed the world was grown black in his eyes and he said,
'My father said sooth.' Then he opened the chamber door and piling up the bricks under his feet, put the rope about his neck and kicked away the
bricks and swung himself off; whereupon the rope gave way with him [and he fell] to the ground and the ceiling clove in sunder and there poured
down on him wealth galore, So he knew that his father meant to discipline (226) him by means of this and invoked God's mercy on him. Then he
got him again that which he had sold of lands and houses and what not else and became once more in good case. Moreover, his friends returned to
him and he entertained them some days..The king approved her speech and bestowed on her a dress of honour and gave her magnificent gifts; after
which, for that his choice had fallen upon his younger son, Melik Shah, he married her with him and made him his heir apparent and caused the
folk swear fealty to him. When this came to the knowledge of his brother Belehwan and he was ware that his younger brother had been preferred
over him, his breast was straitened and the affair was grievous to him and envy entered into him and rancour; but he concealed this in his heart,
whilst fire raged therein because of the damsel and the kingship..So he repaired to the vizier and repeated to him the answer; and he marvelled at its
justness and said to him, 'Go; by Allah, I will ask thee no more questions, for thou with thy skill marrest my foundation.' (233) Then he entreated
him friendly and the merchant acquainted him with the affair of the old woman; whereupon quoth the vizier, 'Needs must the man of understanding
company with those of understanding.' Thus did this weak woman restore to that man his life and good on the easiest wise. Nor," added the vizier,
"is this more extraordinary than the story of the credulous husband.".When they had made an end of pious wishes and congratulations, they
besought the king to hasten the punishment of the Magian and heal their hearts of him with torment and humiliation. So he appointed them for a
day on which they should assemble to witness his punishment and that which should betide him of torment, and shut himself up with his wife and
sons and abode thus private with them three days, during which time they were sequestered from the folk. On the fourth day the king entered the
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bath, and coming forth, sat down on the throne of his kingship, with the crown on his head, whereupon the folk came in to him, according to their
wont and after the measure of their several ranks and degrees, and the amirs and viziers entered, ay, and the chamberlains and deputies and captains
and men of war and the falconers and armbearers. Then he seated his two sons, one on his right and the other on his left hand, whilst all the folk
stood before him and lifted up their voices in thanksgiving to God the Most High and glorification of Him and were strenuous in prayer for the king
and in setting forth his virtues and excellences..Then he bade take her away; so she was carried to her chamber and he sent her a black slave-girl,
with a casket, wherein were three thousand dinars and a carcanet of gold, set with pearls, great and small, and jewels, worth other three thousand,
saying to her, "The slave-girl and that which is with her are a gift from me to thee." When she heard this, she said, "God forbid that I should be
consoled for the love of my lord and my master, though with the earth full of gold!" And she improvised and recited the following verses:.As fate
would have it, the chief of the police was passing through the market; so the people told him [what was to do] and he made for the door and burst it
open. We entered with a rush and found the thieves, as they had overthrown my friend and cut his throat; for they occupied not themselves with
me, but said, 'Whither shall yonder fellow go? Indeed, he is in our grasp.' So the prefect took them with the hand (129) and questioned them, and
they confessed against the woman and against their associates in Cairo. Then he took them and went forth, after he had locked up the house and
sealed it; and I accompanied him till he came without the [first] house. He found the door locked from within; so he bade break it open and we
entered and found another door. This also he caused burst in, enjoining his men to silence till the doors should be opened, and we entered and
found the band occupied with a new victim, whom the woman had just brought in and whose throat they were about to cut..Now the liefest of all
things to Mariyeh was the recitation of poems and verses and linked rhymes and the twanging [of the strings of the lute], and she was versed in all
tongues; so she took the letter and opening it, read that which was therein and apprehended its purport. Then she cast it on the ground and said, "O
nurse, I have no answer to make to this letter." Quoth the nurse, "Indeed, this is weakness in thee and a reproach unto thee, for that the people of the
world have heard of thee and still praise thee for keenness of wit and apprehension; so do thou return him an answer, such as shall delude his heart
and weary his soul." "O nurse," rejoined the princess, "who is this that presumeth upon me with this letter? Belike he is the stranger youth who
gave my father the rubies." "It is himself," answered the woman, and Mariyeh said, "I will answer his letter on such a wise that thou shalt not bring
me other than it [from him]." Quoth the nurse, "So be it." So the princess called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.69. Musab
ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife ccclxxxvi.67. Haroun er Reshid and Zubeideh in the Bath ccclxxxv.? ? ? ? ? When from your land the breeze I
scent that cometh, as I were A reveller bemused with wine, to lose my wits I'm fain..In my soul the fire of yearning and affliction rageth aye, iii.
65..? ? ? ? ? She shot at me a shaft that reached my heart and I became The bond- man of despair, worn out with effort all in vain..There was once,
of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king of the kings of the Persians, who was passionately addicted to the love of women. His courtiers
bespoke him of the wife of a chamberlain of his chamberlains, for that she was endowed with beauty and loveliness and perfection, and this
prompted him to go in to her. When she saw him, she knew him and said to him, 'What prompteth the king unto this that he doth?' And he
answered, saying, 'Verily, I yearn after thee with an exceeding yearning and needs must I enjoy thy favours.' And he gave her of wealth that after
the like whereof women hanker; but she said, 'I cannot do that whereof the king speaketh, for fear of my husband.' And she refused herself to him
with the most rigorous of refusals and would not do his desire. So the king went out, full of wrath, and forgot his girdle in the place..I was one day
abroad on an occasion with certain of my comrades, and as we went along, we fell in with a company of women, as they were moons, and among
them one, the tallest and handsomest of them. When I saw her and she saw me, she tarried behind her companions and waited for me, till I came up
to her and bespoke her. Quoth she, "O my lord, (God favour thee!) I saw thee prolong thy looking on me and imagined that thou knewest me. If it
be thus, vouchsafe me more knowledge of thee." "By Allah," answered I, "I know thee not, save that God the Most High hath cast the love of thee
into my heart and the goodliness of thine attributes hath confounded me and that wherewith God hath gifted thee of those eyes that shoot with
arrows; for thou hast captivated me." And she rejoined, "By Allah, I feel the like of that which thou feelest; so that meseemeth I have known thee
from childhood.".? ? ? ? ? No slaves with me have I nor camels swift of foot, Nor slave-girls have I brought in curtained litters dight..Now there
was in the house a fair singing-girl and when she saw the singer pinioned and bound to the tree, she waited till the Persian lay down on his couch,
when she arose and going to the singer, fell to condoling with him over what had betided him and ogling him and handling his yard and rubbing it,
till it rose on end. Then said she to him, 'Do thou swive me and I will loose thy bonds, lest he return and beat thee again; for he purposeth thee evil.'
Quoth he, 'Loose me and I will do.' But she said, 'I fear that, [if I loose thee], thou wilt not do. But I will do, and thou standing; and when I have
done, I will loose thee.' So saying, she pulled up her clothes and sitting down on the singer's yard, fell to going and coming..Woman of the
Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the, i. 57..? ? ? ? ? Whenas he runs, his feet still show like wings, (140) and for the wind When was a rider
found, except King Solomon it were? (141).Therewithal El Abbas smiled and her verses pleased him. Then he bade the fourth damsel come
forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Morocco and her name was Belekhsha. So she came forward and taking the lute and the psaltery,
tightened the strings thereof and smote thereon in many modes; then returned to the first mode and improvising, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ?
O son of Simeon, give no ear to other than my say. How bitter from the convent 'twas to part and fare away!.So he was concerned with an
exceeding concern for his lack of travel and discovered this to his father, who said to him, "O my son, why do I see thee chagrined?" And he
answered, "I would fain travel." Quoth Aboulhusn, "O my son, none travelleth save those whose occasion is urgent and those who are compelled
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thereunto [by need]. As for thee, O my son, thou enjoyest ample fortune; so do thou content thyself with that which God hath given thee and be
bounteous [unto others], even as He hath been bounteous unto thee; and afflict not thyself with the toil and hardship of travel, for indeed it is said
that travel is a piece of torment." (5) But the youth said, "Needs must I travel to Baghdad, the abode of peace.".Presently, the king arose from the
wine-chamber and taking his wife by the hand, repaired with her to the chamber in which he slept. He opened the door and entering, saw the youth
lying on the bed, whereupon he turned to his wife and said to her, "What doth this youth here? This fellow cometh not hither but on thine account."
Quoth she, "I have no knowledge of him." With this, the youth awoke and seeing the king, sprang up and prostrated himself before him, and
Azadbekht said to him, "O vile of origin, (102) O lack-loyalty, what hath prompted thee to outrage my dwelling?" And he bade imprison him in
one place and the woman in another..? ? ? ? ? Our stead, that late was desert, grew green and eke our trees, That barren were, grew loaded with
ripened fruits galore..King Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, i. 215..As for King Shehriyar, he marvelled at Shehrzad with the utmost wonder
and drew her near to his heart, of his much love for her; and she was magnified in his eyes and he said in himself, "By Allah, the like of this woman
is not deserving of slaughter, for indeed the time affordeth not her like. By Allah, I have been heedless of mine affair, and had not God overcome
me with His mercy and put this woman at my service, so she might adduce to me manifest instances and truthful cases and goodly admonitions and
edifying traits, such as should restore me to the [right] road, [I had come to perdition!]. Wherefore to God be the praise for this and I beseech Him
to make my end with her like unto that of the vizier and Shah Bekht." Then sleep overcame the king and glory be unto Him who sleepeth not!.156.
Khelifeh the Fisherman of Baghdad cccxxxii.When the evening evened, the king summoned his vizier and bade him tell the [promised] story. So he
said, "It is well. Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? Nor, like others a little ere morning appear who bawl, "Come to safety!" (58) I stand up to
prayer..Now a party of the troops had banded themselves together for Belehwan; so they sent to him and bringing him privily, went in to the little
Melik Shah and seized him and seated his uncle Belehwan on the throne of the kingship. Then they proclaimed him king and did homage to him
all, saying, 'Verily, we desire thee and deliver to thee the throne of the kingship; but we wish of thee that thou slay not thy brother's son, for that on
our consciences are the oaths we swore to his father and grandfather and the covenants we made with them.' So Belehwan granted them this and
imprisoned the boy in an underground dungeon and straitened him. Presently, the heavy news reached his mother and this was grievous to her; but
she could not speak and committed her affair to God the Most High, daring not name this to King Caesar her husband, lest she should make her
uncle King Suleiman Shah a liar..[One day], as the ship was sailing along, and we unknowing where we were, behold, the captain came down
[from the mast] and casting his turban from his head, fell to buffeting his face and plucking at his beard and weeping and supplicating [God for
deliverance]. We asked him what ailed him, and he answered, saying, 'Know, O my masters, that the ship is fallen among shallows and drifteth
upon a sand-bank of the sea. Another moment [and we shall be upon it]. If we clear the bank, [well and good]; else, we are all dead men and not
one of us will be saved; wherefore pray ye to God the Most High, so haply He may deliver us from these deadly perils, or we shall lose our lives.'
So saying, he mounted [the mast] and set the sail, but at that moment a contrary wind smote the ship, and it rose upon the crest of the waves and
sank down again into the trough of the sea..? ? ? ? ? e. King Dadbin and his Viziers cccclv.? ? ? ? ? If with her cheek and lustre thou thyself adorn,
(120) thou'lt find But chrysolites and gold, with nought of baser metal blent..One of the host am I of lovers sad and sere, ii. 252..Haroun er Reshid
and the Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..10. Women's Craft cxcv-cc.Selim followed him till he brought him to an underground chamber and
showed him somewhat of wine that was to his mind. So he occupied him with looking upon it and taking him at unawares, sprang upon him from
behind and cast him to the earth and sat upon his breast. Then he drew a knife and set it to his jugular; whereupon there betided Selim [that
wherewithal] God made him forget all that He had decreed [unto him], (72) and he said to the cook, 'Why dost thou this thing, O man? Be mindful
of God the Most High and fear Him. Seest thou not that I am a stranger? And indeed [I have left] behind me a defenceless woman. Why wilt thou
slay me?' Quoth the cook, 'Needs must I slay thee, so I may take thy good.' And Selim said, 'Take my good, but slay me not, neither enter into sin
against me; and do with me kindness, for that the taking of my money is lighter (73) than the taking of my life.'.Meanwhile, the wind carried the
two children [out to sea and thence driving them] towards the land, cast them up on the sea-shore. As for one of them, a company of the guards of
the king of those parts found him and carried him to their master, who marvelled at him with an exceeding wonderment and adopted him to his son,
giving out to the folk that he was his [very] son, whom he had hidden, (106) of his love for him. So the folk rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy,
for the king's sake, and the latter appointed him his heir-apparent and the inheritor of his kingdom. On this wise, a number of years passed, till the
king died and they crowned the youth king in his room. So he sat down on the throne of his kingship and his estate flourished and his affairs
prospered..? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, O stranger, dare thou not approach me with desire, Lest ruin quick and pitiless thy hardihood requite..? ? ? ? ? By
God, forgetfulness of her shall never cross my mind, What while I wear the bonds of life nor when of death they're rent.? ? ? ? ? How many a
bidder unto love, a secret-craving wight, How many a swain, complaining, saith of destiny malign,.? ? ? ? ? How long shall I anights distracted be
for love Of thee? How long th' assaults of grief and woes abide?.Ye chide at one who weepeth for troubles ever new, iii. 30.."When I [returned
from my sixth voyage, I] forswore travel and renounced commerce, saying in myself, 'What hath befallen me sufficeth me.' So I abode at home and
passed my time in pleasance and delight, till, one day, as I sat at mine ease, plying the wine-cup [with my friends], there came a knocking at the
door. The doorkeeper opened and found without one of the Khalif's pages, who came in to me and said, 'The Commander of the Faithful biddeth
thee to him.' So I accompanied him to the presence of the Khalif and kissing the earth before him, saluted him. He bade me welcome and entreated
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me with honour and said to me, 'O Sindbad, I have an occasion with thee, which I would have thee accomplish for me.' So I kissed his hand and
said, 'O my lord, what is the lord's occasion with the slave?' Quoth he, 'I would have thee go to the King of Serendib and carry him our letter and
our present, even as he sent us a present and a letter.'.? ? ? ? ? Thou layst on me a load too great to bear, and thus thou dost But that my burdens I
may bind and so towards thee fare..We sat down and I looked at him who had opened the door to us, and behold he was lopped of the hand. I
misliked this of him, and when I had sat a little longer, there entered a man, who filled the lamps in the saloon and lit the candles; and behold, he
also was handlopped. Then came the folk and there entered none except he were lopped of the hand, and indeed the house was full of these. When
the assembly was complete, the host entered and the company rose to him and seated him in the place of honour. Now he was none other than the
man who had fetched me, and he was clad in sumptuous apparel, but his hands were in his sleeves, so that I knew not how it was with them. They
brought him food and he ate, he and the company; after which they washed their hands and the host fell to casting furtive glances at me..? ? ? ? ?
The true believer is pinched for his daily bread, Whilst infidel rogues enjoy all benefit..Ten Viziers, The, i. 61.But she said, 'There is a thing
wherewith we will make her confess, and all that is in her heart shall be discovered to thee.' 'What is that?' asked the king, and she answered, 'I will
bring thee a hoopoe's heart, (138) which, when she sleepeth, do thou lay upon her heart and question her of all thou wilt, and she will discover this
unto thee and show forth the truth to thee." The king rejoiced in this and said to his nurse, 'Hasten and let none know of thee.' So she arose and
going in to the queen, said to her, 'I have done thine occasion and it is on this wise. This night the king will come in to thee and do thou feign
thyself asleep; and if he ask thee of aught, do thou answer him, as if in thy sleep.' The queen thanked her and the old woman went away and
fetching the hoopoe's heart, gave it to the king..It befell, after this, that a man was slain in Abou Sabir's village; wherefore the Sultan caused
plunder the village, and they plundered the headman's goods with the rest So his wife said to him, 'All the Sultan's officers know thee; so do thou
prefer thy plaint to the king, that he may cause thy beasts to be restored to thee.' But he said to her, 'O woman, said I not to thee that he who doth
evil shall suffer it? Indeed, the king hath done evil, and he shall suffer [the consequences of] his deed, for whoso taketh the goods of the folk, needs
must his goods be taken.' A man of his neighbours heard his speech, and he was an envier of his; so he went to the Sultan and acquainted him
therewith, whereupon he sent and plundered all [the rest of] his goods and drove him forth from the village, and his wife [and children] with him.
So they went wandering in the desert and his wife said to him, 'All that hath befallen us cometh of thy slothfulness in affairs and thy default.' But he
said to her, 'Have patience, for the issue of patience is good.'.Therewith Nuzhet el Fuad rejoiced and said, "Indeed, this is an excellent device."
[Then Aboulhusn stretched himself out] forthright and she shut his eyes and tied his feet and covered him with the kerchief and did what [else] her
lord had bidden her; after which she rent her dress and uncovering her head, let down her hair and went in to the Lady Zubeideh, crying out and
weeping, When the princess saw her in this case, she said to her, "What plight is this [in which I see thee]? What is thy story and what maketh thee
weep?" And Nuzhet el Fuad answered, weeping and crying out the while, "O my lady, may thy head live and mayst thou survive Aboulhusn el
Khelia! For he is dead." The Lady Zubeideh mourned for him and said, "Alas for Aboulhusn el Khelia!" And she wept for him awhile. Then she
bade her treasuress give Nuzhet el Fuad a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and said to her, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, go, lay him out and carry him
forth.".? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Eunuch Sewab (228) cccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? a. The Adventures of Beloukiya cccclxxxvi.Poets, The Khalif Omar ben
Abdulaziz and the, i. 45..? ? ? ? ? Thine honour, therefore, guard and eke thy secret keep, Nor save to one free-born and true thy case confess..? ? ?
? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlxiii.When the king heard this, he said, 'This proof sufficeth me,' and rising forthright in the
night, let bring the youth and the eunuch. Then he examined the former's throat with a candle and saw [the scar where] it [had been] cut from ear to
ear, and indeed the place had healed up and it was like unto a stretched-out thread. Therewithal the king fell down prostrate to God, [in
thanksgiving to Him] for that He had delivered the prince from all these perils and from the stresses that he had undergone, and rejoiced with an
exceeding joy for that he had wrought deliberately and had not made haste to slay him, in which case sore repentance had betided him. As for the
youth," continued the young treasurer, "he was not saved but because his term was deferred, and on like wise, O king, is it with me; I too have a
deferred term, which I shall attain, and a period which I shall accomplish, and I trust in God the Most High that He will give me the victory over
these wicked viziers.".? ? ? ? ? Who art thou, wretch, that thou shouldst hope to win me? With thy rhymes What wouldst of me? Thy reason, sure,
with passion is forspent..Accordingly, he returned to the burial-ground and gave not over going till he stood at the door of the sepulchre, when he
heard El Merouzi say to his fellow, 'I will not give thee a single dirhem of the money!' The other said the like and they were occupied with
contention and mutual revilement and talk. So the thief returned in haste to his fellows, who said, 'What is behind thee?' Quoth he, 'Get you gone
and flee for your lives and save yourselves, O fools; for that much people of the dead are come to life and between them are words and contention.'
So the thieves fled, whilst the two sharpers retained to Er Razi's house and made peace with one another and laid the thieves' purchase to the money
they had gotten aforetime and lived a while of time. Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier, "is this rarer or more marvellous than the story of the
four sharpers with the money-changer and the ass.".Seventh Officer's Story, The, ii. 150..87. El Mamoun and the Pyramids of Egypt
cccxcviii.When it was the fifth day, the fifth Vizier, whose name was Jehrbaur, came in to the king and prostrating himself before him, said, "O
king, it behoveth thee, if thou see or hear that one look on thy house, (111) that thou put out his eyes. How then should it be with him whom thou
sawest midmost thy house and on thy very bed, and he suspected with thy harem, and not of thy lineage nor of thy kindred? Wherefore do thou
away this reproach by putting him to death. Indeed, we do but urge thee unto this for the assurance of thine empire and of our zeal for thy loyal
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counselling and of our love to thee. How can it be lawful that this youth should live for a single hour?".? ? ? ? ? Now God forbid a slave forget his
liege lord's love! And how Of all things in the world should I forget the love of thee?.Then El Abbas went in to Mariyeh in a happy and
praiseworthy hour (123) and found her an unpierced pearl and a goodly filly that had never been mounted; wherefore he rejoiced and was glad and
made merry, and care and sorrow ceased from him and his life was pleasant and trouble departed and he abode with her in the gladsomest of case
and in the most easeful of life, till seven days were past, when King El Aziz determined to set out and return to his kingdom and bade his son seek
leave of his father-in-law to depart with his wife to his own country. [So El Abbas bespoke King Ins of this] and he granted him the leave he
sought; whereupon he chose out a red camel, taller (124) than the [other] camels, and mounting Mariyeh in a litter thereon, loaded it with apparel
and ornaments..?OF LOOKING TO THE ISSUES OF AFFAIRS..63. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh ccclxxxiii.I marvelled at her words and said
to her, "What wouldst thou have me do?" And she answered, "O Captain Muin, I would have thee give me a helping hand." Quoth I, "What have I
to do with the daughter of the Cadi Amin el Hukm?" And she said, "Know that I would not have thee intrude upon the Cadi's daughter, but I would
fain contrive for the attainment of my wishes.' This is my intent and my desire, and my design will not be accomplished but by thine aid." Then
said she, "I mean this night to go with a stout heart and hire me trinkets of price; then will I go and sit in the street wherein is the house of Amin el
Hukm; and when it is the season of the round and the folk are asleep, do thou pass, thou and those who are with thee of the police, and thou wilt see
me sitting and on me fine raiment and ornaments and wilt smell on me the odour of perfumes; whereupon do thou question me of my case and I
will say, 'I come from the Citadel and am of the daughters of the deputies (91) and I came down [into the town,] to do an occasion; but the night
overtook me at unawares and the Zuweyleh gate was shut against me and all the gates and I knew not whither I should go this night Presently I saw
this street and noting the goodliness of its ordinance and its cleanness, took shelter therein against break of day.' When I say this to thee with all
assurance (92) the chief of the watch will have no suspicion of me, but will say, 'Needs must we leave her with one who will take care of her till
morning.' And do thou rejoin, 'It were most fitting that she pass the night with Amin el Hukm and lie with his family and children till the morning.'
Then do thou straightway knock at the Cadi's door, and thus shall I have gained admission into his house, without inconvenience, and gotten my
desire; and peace be on thee!" And I said to her, "By Allah, this is an easy matter.".Meanwhile, the people of the city rejoiced and were glad and
blessed the vizier's daughter, marvelling for that three days had passed and that the king had not put her to death and exulting in that, [as they
deemed,] he had turned [from his purpose] and would never again burden himself with blood-guiltiness against any of the maidens of the city.
Then, on the fourth night, she related to him a still more extraordinary story, and on the fifth night she told him anecdotes of kings and viziers and
notables. On this wise she ceased not [to do] with him [many] days and nights, what while the king still said in himself, 'When I have heard the end
of the story, I will put her to death,' and the people waxed ever in wonder and admiration. Moreover, the folk of the provinces and cities heard of
this thing, to wit, that the king had turned from his custom and from that which he had imposed upon himself and had renounced his heresy,
wherefore they rejoiced and the folk returned to the capital and took up their abode therein, after they had departed thence; yea, they were constant
in prayer to God the Most High that He would stablish the king in that his present case; and this," said Shehrzad, "is the end of that which my
friend related to me.".?THE EIGHTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? O hills of the sands and the rugged piebald plain, Shall the bondman of love
win ever free from pain!.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Until they left my heart on fire without allay..When it was the ninth day, the viziers [foregathered and]
said, one to another, "Verily, this youth baffleth us, for as often as the king is minded to put him to death, he beguileth him and ensorcelleth him
with a story; so what deem ye we should do, that we may slay him and be at rest from him?" Then they took counsel together and were of accord
that they should go to the king's wife [and prompt her to urge the king to slaughter the youth. So they betook themselves to her] and said to her,
"Thou art heedless of this affair wherein thou art and this heedlessness will not profit thee; whilst the king is occupied with eating and drinking and
diversion and forgetteth that the folk beat upon tabrets and sing of thee and say, 'The king's wife loveth the youth;' and what while he abideth on
life, the talk will increase and not diminish." Quoth she, "By Allah, it was ye set me on against him, and what shall I do [now]?" And they
answered, "Do thou go in to the king and weep and say to him, 'Verily, the women come to me and tell me that I am become a byword in the city,
and what is thine advantage in the sparing of this youth? If thou wilt not slay him, slay me, so this talk may be estopped from us.'".? ? ? ? ? Favour
or flout me, still my soul shall be Thy ransom, in contentment or despite..Therewithal Aboulhusn cried out at him and said, "O dog of the sons of
Bermek, go down forthright, thou and the master of the police of the city, to such a place in such a street and deliver a hundred dinars to the mother
of Aboulhusn the Wag and bear her my salutation. [Then, go to such a mosque] and take the four sheikhs and the Imam and beat each of them with
four hundred lashes and mount them on beasts, face to tail, and go round with them about all the city and banish them to a place other than the city;
and bid the crier make proclamation before them, saying, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso multiplieth words and molesteth
his neighbours and stinteth them of their delights and their eating and drinking!'" Jaafer received the order [with submission] and answered with
["Hearkening and] obedience;" after which he went down from before Aboulhusn to the city and did that whereunto he had bidden
him..Meanwhile, Isfehend the Vizier wrote a letter and despatched it to all the Amirs, acquainting them with that which had betided him with King
Azadbekht and how he had taken his daughter by force and adding, "And indeed he will do with you more than he hath done with me." When the
letter reached the chiefs [of the people and troops], they all assembled together to Isfehend and said to him, "What is to do with him?" (96) So he
discovered to them the affair of his daughter and they all agreed, of one accord, that they should endeavour for the slaughter of the king and taking
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horse with their troops, set out, intending for him. Azadbekht knew not [of their design] till the noise [of the invasion] beset his capital city, when
he said to his wife Behrjaur, "How shall we do?" And she answered, saying, "Thou knowest best and I am at thy commandment." So he let bring
two swift horses and bestrode one himself, whilst his wife mounted the other. Then they took what they might of gold and went forth, fleeing, in
the night, to the desert of Kerman; what while Isfehend entered the city and made himself king..Hejjaj (El) and the Three Young Men, i. 53..? ? ? ?
? How presents in great store thou didst refuse and eke The givers, great and small, with flouting didst requite..? ? ? ? ? The nobles' hands, for that
my place I must forsake, Do solace me with beds, whereon at ease I lie..'Know, then,' said the merchant, 'that I am a man from the land of China
and was in my youth well-favoured and well-to-do. Now I made no account of womankind, one and all, but followed after boys, and one night I
saw, in a dream, as it were a balance set up, and it was said by it, "This is the portion of such an one." Presently, I heard my own name; so I looked
and beheld a woman of the utmost loathliness; whereupon I awoke in affright and said, "I will never marry, lest haply this loathly woman fall to my
lot." Then I set out for this city with merchandise and the voyage was pleasant to me and the sojourn here, so that I took up my abode here awhile
and got me friends and factors, till I had sold all my merchandise and taken its price and there was left me nothing to occupy me till the folk (212)
should depart and depart with them..Then they attired Dinarzad in a dress of blue brocade and she became as she were the full moon, whenas it
shineth forth. So they displayed her in this, for the first dress, before King Shahzeman, who rejoiced in her and well-nigh took leave of his wits for
longing and amorous desire; yea, he was distraught with love for her, whenas he saw her, for, indeed, she was as saith of her one of her describers
in the following verses:.When it was the second day, the second of the king's viziers, whose name was Beheroun, came in to him and said, "God
advance the king! This that yonder youth hath done is a grave matter and a foul deed and a heinous against the household of the king." So
Azadbekht bade fetch the youth, because of the saying of the vizier; and when he came into his presence, he said to him, "Out on thee, O youth!
Needs must I slay thee by the worst of deaths, for indeed thou hast committed a grave crime, and I will make thee a warning to the folk." "O king,"
answered the youth, "hasten not, for the looking to the issues of affairs is a pillar of the realm and [a cause of] continuance and sure stablishment
for the kingship. Whoso looketh not to the issues of affairs, there befalleth him that which befell the merchant, and whoso looketh to the issues of
affairs, there betideth him of joyance that which betided the merchant's son." "And what is the story of the merchant and his son?" asked the king.
"O king," answered the youth,
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