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"Wally," Celestina said, without hesitation, because suddenly she saw something of a Wally in his green eyes, which were livelier than they had

been before..Earlier in the week, Junior had looked up Thomas Vanadium in the telephone directory. He expected the number to be unlisted, but it

was published. What he wanted more than a number was an address, and he found that as well..Copyright (c) 1999 by Ursula K. Le Guin.

"Dragonfly" first appeared in Legends..In the end, the reason for the walking was the walking itself. Walking gave him something to do, a needed

purpose. Motion equaled meaning. Movement became a medicine for melancholy, a preventive for madness..In the kitchen were a radio, a toaster,

a coffeepot, two place settings of cheap flatware, a small mismatched collection of thrift-shop plates and bowls and mugs, and a freezer full of TV

dinners and English muffins..Many nights, his sleep wasn't half as restful as he would have wished, for he often dreamed of walking in a wasteland.

Sometimes, desert salt flats stretched in all directions, with here and there a monument of weather-gnarled rock, all baking under a merciless sun.

Sometimes, the salt was snow, and the monuments of rock were ridges of ice, revealed in the hard glare of a cold sun. Regardless of the landscape,

he walked slowly, though he had the desire and the energy to proceed faster. His frustration built until it was so intolerable that he woke, kicking in

the tangled sheets, restless and edgy..He wanted an explanation, but no one could give him the one that he needed, because nobody but he himself

knew the significance and symbolism of the quarter..And so at the age of thirty-one, after more than twenty-eight years of blindness with a few

short reprieves, Barty Lampion received the gift of sight from his ten-year-old daughter. 1996 through 2000: Day after day, the work was done in

memory of Agnes Lampion, Joey Lampion, Harrison White, Seraphim White, Jacob Isaacson, Simon Magusson, Tom Vanadium, Grace White,

and most recently Wally Lipscomb, in memory of all those who had given so much and, though perhaps still alive in other places, were gone from

here..WHEN DR. JIM PARKHURST made his evening rounds, Junior didn't continue to feign sleep but asked earnest questions to which he knew

most of the answers, having eavesdropped on the conversation between the physician and Detective Vanadium.."You'll do better away from the

ships, all the fighting and raiding. The King's working the old mines at Samory, round the mountain. There you'd be out of his way. Work for him

you must, if you want to stay alive. I'll see that you're sent there. If you'll go.".Junior Cain was committed to continuous self-improvement. He

believed in the need constantly to expand his knowledge and horizons order to better understand himself and the world. The quality of life was

solely the responsibility of oneself he author of How to Have a Healthier Life through Autohypnosis was Dr. Caesar Zedd, a renowned

psychologist and best-selling author of a dozen self-help texts, all of which Junior owned in addition to the literature that he had acquired from the

book club. When he had been only fourteen, he'd begun buying Dr. Zedd's titles in paperback, and by the time he was eighteen, when he could

afford to do so, he'd replaced the paperbacks with hardcovers and thereafter bought all the doctor's new books in the higher-priced editions. The

collected works.Incredibly, the thief left behind the most valuable items: the collection of hardcover first editions of Caesar Zedd's complete body

of work. The box stood open, its contents having been explored in haste, but not a single volume was missing.."Or at least, if the police knew the

truth at that time, they hadn't yet gone public with it. I had no reason to mention it to you back then. I didn't even know Vanadium was missing.".In

the time of the kings, mages gathered in the court of Enlad and later in the court of Havnor to counsel the king and take counsel together, using

their arts to pursue goals they agreed were good. But in the dark years, wizards sold their skills to the highest bidder, pitting their powers one

against the other in duels and combats of sorcery, careless of the evils they did, or worse than careless. Plagues and famines, the failure of springs

of water, summers with no rain and years with no summer, the birth of sickly and monstrous young to sheep and cattle, the birth of sickly and

monstrous children to the people of the isles-all these things were charged to the practices of wizards and witches, and all too often rightly so..He

had come to believe that every well-rounded, self-improved person ought to have a craft at which he excelled, and needlepoint appealed to him

more than either pottery-making or decoupage. For pottery, he would require a potter's wheel and a cumbersome kiln; and decoupage was too

messy, with all the glue and lacquer. By December, he began his first project: a small pillowcase featuring a geometric border surrounding a quote

from Caesar Zedd, "Humility is for losers.".A spirit-shredding bleakness clawed at her, but she couldn't permit it to leave her in tatters. If she traded

hope for despair, as her brothers had done, Bartholomew would be finished before he'd begun. She owed him optimism, lessons in the joy of

life..This unfailing consistency of packaging enables card mechanics, professional gamblers, sleight-of-hand magicians-to manipulate a new deck

with confidence that they know, starting, where every card can be found in the stack. An expert mechanic with practiced and dexterous hands can

appear to shuffle so thoroughly that even the most suspicious observer will be satisfied-yet he will still know exactly where every card is located in

the deck. With masterly manipulation, he can place the cards in the order that he wishes, to achieve whatever effect he desires..Find the father, kill

the son. In just nine days, Junior bedded four beautiful women: one on Christmas Eve, the next on Christmas Night, the third on New Year's Eve,

and the fourth on New Year's Day. For the first time in his life-and on all four occasions-his joy in the act was less than complete..The sensual

memories of his torrid evening with Seraphim had left Junior aroused. Unfortunately, the only female nearby was Industrial Woman, and he wasn't

that desperate..She curled up in the armchair, watching Barty. She was greedy for the sight of him. She thought she would not doze off, but would

spend the night watching over him, yet exhaustion defeated her..Whether the cop was unhinged or not, Junior had nothing to gain by talking to him,

especially in this disorienting darkness. He was exhausted, achy, with a sore throat, and he couldn't trust himself to be as.The first was an ace of

hearts. This, Maria said, was a very good card, indeed. It meant that Barty would be lucky in love..Although her hands were shaking and her knees
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felt as though they might buckle, Agnes lifted two pies off the table..Junior was less surprised by his sudden assault on Victoria than by the failure

of the bottle to break. He was, after all, a new man since his decision on the fire tower, a man of action, who did what was necessary. But the bottle

was glass, and he swung forcefully, hard enough that it smacked her forehead with a sound like a mallet cracking against a croquet ball, hard

enough to put her out in an instant, maybe even hard enough to kill her, yet the Merlot remained ready to drink..Under a sullen afternoon sky, in the

winter-drab hills, the yellow-and-white station wagon was a bright arrow, drawn and fired not from a hunter's quiver but from that of a

Samaritan..Mechanics have reliably steady hands, yet Jacob's hands shook as he discarded two cards and slowly turned over the ninth

draw..Eventually he found himself alone at the large viewing window of the neonatal-care unit. Seven newborns were in residence. Fixed to the

foot of each of the seven bassinets was a placard on which was printed the name of the baby..Startled, he snatched his hand back. The object fell,

ringing faintly against the pavement..Yet, with no recollection of rising from his chair, he found that he had shouldered his backpack and crossed

the room. The three men looked up expectantly..PERRI'S POLIO-WHITTLED body did not test the strength of her pallbearers. The minister

prayed for her soul, her friends mourned her loss, and the earth received her..The following morning, he canceled his German lessons. It was an

impossible language. The words were enormously long..The walls were barren. The only art in these rooms was a single sculpture. Junior was

taking university extension courses in art appreciation and almost daily haunting the city's countless galleries, constantly deepening and refining his

knowledge. He intended to refrain from acquiring a collection until he was as expert on the subject as any director of any museum in the city..Jacob

didn't know how he could ever bear to look at Agnes when she came home from the hospital. The sorrow in her eyes would kill him as surely as a

knife to the heart..Thus far, there were only two unexpected developments, the first being his explosive vomiting. He hoped he would never have to

endure another such episode.."My little girl," she said, and belatedly she realized that this might not be a policeman, after all, but someone trying to

determine if she and Angel were alone in the apartment..Casey and Tutti, her sister Skipper, and dreamboat Ken-and soon the girls had Barty

enthusiastically involved in a make-believe world far different from the one in which Heinlein's teenage lead owned an extraordinary alien pet with

eight legs, the temperament of a kitten, and an appetite for everything from grizzly bears to Buicks..Flanking the wheelchair, Edom and Jacob spent

less time watching the graveside service than studying the sky. Both brothers frowned at that cloudless blue, as though seeing thunderheads..Junior

was disturbed that the mysterious chanteuse had been performing when he wasn't home. He felt violated. Invaded..Edom observed, amazed, as

Agnes chatted up their host, going from Mr. Sepharad to Obadiah, from the doorstep to the living room, the pie delivered and accepted, coffee

offered and served, the two of them pleased and easy with each other, all in the time that it would have taken Edom himself to get up the nerve to

cross the threshold and to think of something interesting to say about the Galveston hurricane of 1900, in which six thousand had died..same,"

Agnes admonished. "Who's been raising you, sugarpie, if you don't know that? Are you going to pretend you've been brought up by wolves for nine

years?".Odder yet, the pianist had studied him with a keen interest that was inexplicable, since they were essentially strangers. When caught

staring, he'd appeared rattled, turning away quickly, eager to avoid further contact..The night seemed to be longer than a Martian month. Agnes

dozed, fitfully, waking more than once, sweaty and shaking, from a dream in which her son was taken from her in pieces: first his eyes, then his

hands, then his ears, his legs.....Perhaps a lot of suspects were rattled and ultimately unnerved by this behavior. Junior wouldn't be easily trapped.

He was smart..When he held fast to his sanity, common sense eventually told him that the coin must have been left much earlier in the night, soon

after he had set out for Victoria's house. In fact, in spite of the new locks, Vanadium must have stopped here on his way to see Victoria, unaware

that he would meet his death in her kitchen-and at the hands of the very man he was tormenting..After Bellini left, Tom questioned Celestina

extensively, with an emphasis on Phimie's rape. Although the subject was painful, she was grateful for the questions. Without this distraction, in

spite of her well of hope, she might have allowed her imagination to fashion terror after terror, until Wally had died a hundred times over in her

mind..The second time, armed with the previously calculated fact that each regular year contains 3,153,600 seconds, and that a leap year contains

an additional 86,400, she vetted Barty's answer in only four minutes. Thereafter, she accepted his numbers without verification..He did not answer

Hound's question..Angel was lying on a towel on the convertible sofa, where Grace had just changed her diaper..Here, four days past Christmas,

after two days of torment, Agnes knew the worst, that her treasured son must go eyeless or die, must choose between blindness or cancer of the

brain..the sentences. The substance of what she said and the tone in which she said it were so perfect that it almost seemed as though an angel had

relieved her of this burden by possessing her long enough to help her son understand what must happen and why.."Your mind is as fascinating as

ever," he said. "Your soul as beautiful. Listen, Per, since we were thirteen, I was never primarily interested in your body. You flatter yourself

shamelessly if you think it was all that special even before the polio.".When Celestina first entered his ICU cubicle, the sight of his face scared her

in spite of the surgeon's assurances. Gray, he was, and sunken-cheeked-as though this were the eighteenth century and so many medicinal leeches

had been applied to him that too much of his essential substance had been sucked out..against the operating table. The lights had grown painfully

bright, and the air had.As the nurse gave Junior the injection, Parkhurst said, "You're an exceptionally sensitive man, Enoch. That's a quality to be

much admired in an often unfeeling world. But in your current condition, your sensitivity is your worst enemy."."I know Edom and Jacob have

been a burden," said Vinnie, "you having to be responsible for them-"."Less than a year and a half ago, Hurricane Flora--she killed over six

thousand in the Caribbean.".Harrison and Grace had welcomed him in spite of the fact that a friend and parishioner had died on Thursday, leaving

them both bereft and with church obligations.."Yes," she assured him, though her gaze had dropped from his mouth to his hand, so small, which
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she held in hers..In the kitchen again, Junior spread the blanket on the floor, to one side of the blood. He rolled Vanadium onto the blanket, and

drew the ends of it together, fashioning a sled with which to drag the detective out of the house..His Country Squire laden with cookies, plum

cakes, homemade caramel corn with almonds, and gifts, Edom drove directly home from Obadiah Sepharad's place, which had been their final

stop. He roared away as if trying to outrun tornadoes and tidal waves..Later in the month, from Sparky Vox, Junior learned the building had a

four-pipe, fan-coil heating system serving discrete ductwork for each apartment. Voices couldn't carry from residence to residence in the

heating-cooling system, because no apartments shared ducting. Throughout the spring, summer, and autumn of 1967, Junior met new women,

bedded a few, and had no doubt that each of his conquests experienced with him something she had never known before. Yet he still suffered from

an emptiness in the heart..Caesar Zedd recommended not merely seizing the day but devouring it. Chew it up, feed on the day, swallow the day

whole. Feast, said Zedd, feast, approach life as a gourmet and as a glutton, because he who practices restraint will have stored up no sustaining

memories when famine inevitably comes..As a young man, he had performed first in nightclubs catering to Negroes and in theaters like Harlem's

Apollo. During World War II, he'd been part of a USO troupe entertaining soldiers throughout the Pacific, later in North Africa, and following

D-Day, in Europe.."I'm not saying there's anything wrong with it, you understand," Neddy whispered with a sort of fierce conciliation, "but I'm not

gay, and I'm not interested in teaching you the piano or anything else. Besides, after the stories Renee told about you, I can't imagine why you think

any friend of his ... hers would get near you. You need help. Renee is what she is, but she's not a bad person, she's generous and she's sweet. She

doesn't deserve to be beaten, abused, and ... and all those horrible things you did. Excuse me.".On October 15, Junior acquired a third Sklent

painting: The Heart Is Home to Worms and Beetles, Ever Squirming, Ever Swarming, Version 3..The ghost cop was forty feet behind him, beyond

ranks of other pedestrians, every one of whom might as well have been faceless now, smooth and featureless from brow to chin, because suddenly

Junior could see no countenance other than that of the walking dead man. The haunting visage bobbed up and down as the grim spirit strode along,

vanishing and reappearing and then vanishing again among all the bobbing and swaying heads of the intervening multitudes..Eventually, Junior

remembered the quarter. He reached into the right pocket of the thin cotton bathrobe, but the coin wasn't there, as it should have been. The left

pocket also was empty..He wasn't entirely sure what all he hoped to find. Perhaps an envelope or a cash box with folding money, which a fleeing

murderer would surely pause to take with him. Suspicions might be raised if he left it behind. Perhaps a savings-account passbook..As it turned out,

Seraphim was a virgin. This thrilled Junior. He was inflamed also by the thought of ravishing her in her parents' house ... an by the kinky fact that

their house was a parsonage..ISBN 0-15-100561-3 I. Fantasy fiction, American, [I. Fantasy. 2. Short stories.]    I. Title..Scowling, Joey stared at the

floor in puzzlement, shifted his weight from one foot to the other, sighed, turned his attention to the ceiling, and shifted his weight again, for all the

world like a trained bear that couldn't quite remember how to perform its next trick..Celestina put Angel down, and the girl raced to the bathroom

as Wally stepped into the public hall and pulled the apartment door shut behind him..If blood tests revealed that Junior wasn't the father, Vanadium

would have a motive. It wouldn't be the right motive, because Junior truly hadn't known either that his wife was pregnant or that she was possibly

screwing around with another man. But the detective would be able to sell it to a prosecutor, and the prosecutor would convince at least a few

jurors.."This meeting of the North Pole Society of Not Evil Adventurers is officially closed.".Granted that he was only three going on four,

nevertheless Barty had never met anyone with as much cheerful imagination as Angel. He intended to marry her in, oh, maybe twenty years..After

his conversation with Magusson, however, Junior realized this fear was irrational. If the detective had miraculously escaped the cold waters of the

lake, he would have been in need of emergency medical treatment. He would have staggered or crawled to the county highway in search of help,

unaware that Junior had framed him for Victoria's murder, too badly wounded to care about anything but getting medical attention..He wanted the

most expensive box for Joey; but Joey, a modest and prudent man, would have disapproved. Instead, he selected a handsome but not ornate casket

just above the median price..With the same surprising ease that she had gotten a plane out of San Francisco on a one-hour notice, Celestina booked

two return seats on an early-evening flight from Oregon, as though she had a supernatural travel agent..For eight nights thereafter, Agnes padded

the floor with folded blankets on both sides of the boy's bed, insurance against a middle-of-the-night fall. On the eighth morning, she discovered

that Barty had returned the blankets to the closet from which she'd gotten them. They were not jammed haphazardly on the shelves-the sure

evidence of a child's work-but were folded and stacked as neatly as Agnes herself would have stored them..After just twenty-one days, the boy's

adaptation to blindness was amazing but clearly the gathered audience stood in anticipation of something more remarkable than his unhalting

progress and unerring sense of direction..He didn't allow himself to ponder why Vanadium had come here or what relationship might have existed

between the cop and Victoria. All that was for later consideration, after he had dealt with this unholy mess..If not for Celestina's slutty little sister,

Bartholomew would not exist. No threat. Junior's life would be different, better..That was the first-and until now the last-long walk he made with a

purpose in mind. He went to see a hero..He was immensely weary, limp. He felt oppressed, as though a great weight were piled on him. Even

keeping his eyes open was tiring..The paramedic snatched the oxygen feed from his patient's nose and quickly elevated his head, providing a purge

towel to catch the thin ejecta..Bad news. Having been identified by another guest put Junior at risk of later being tied to the killing; having been

recognized by a close personal friend of Celestina White's was even worse. It had become imperative now that he know why the pianist had been

watching him from across the room with such intensity..Number three on the charts was "Mr. Lonely," by Bobby Vinton, an American talent from

Canonsburg, Pennsylvania. Junior sang along.."If her blood pressure stabilizes through the night," Dr. Daines continued, "I want her to undergo a
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cesarean at seven in the morning. The danger of eclampsia passes entirely after birth. I'd like to refer Phimie to Dr. Aaron Kaltenbach. He's a

superb obstetrician.".By the time he reached the airport, located a private-charter company, chased up the owner through the night-security man,

and arranged to be flown at once to Eugene, Oregon, aboard a twin-engine Cessna, the points of pain in his face had begun to throb..For breakfast,

he avoided sugar. He ate cold roast beef and drank milk laced with a double shot of brandy..Artificial eyes were on order. He would soon return to

Newport Beach for a third fitting before implant. They weren't glass, as commonly believed, but thin plastic shells that fit neatly behind the eyelids

in the cavities left after surgery. On the inner surface of the transparent artificial cornea, the artificial iris would be skillfully hand-painted, and

movement of the ocular  prosthesis could be achieved by attaching the eye-moving muscles to the conjunctiva..Using a clean rag that they had

brought to polish the engraved face of the memorial, Barty said, "Is he good with numbers like me?".Barty, she explained, would be rich in many

ways. Financially rich, but also rich in talent, in spirit, intellect. Rich in courage, honor. With a wealth of common sense, good judgment, and

luck.."August, 1931. Along the Huang He River in China. Three million seven hundred thousand people died in a great flood," Edom said..Once in

a while, however, he reverted to his roots, to the food that gave him comfort. Thus, the cheeseburger and its decadent accoutrements..Posing as a

counselor with Catholic Family Services, he phoned each listed Bartholomew, with a question related to his or her recent adoption. Those who

expressed bafflement, and who claimed not to have adopted a child, were generally stricken from his list..As Sinatra began to sing "I'll Be Seeing

You," Junior stepped around the bloom and the Merlot. He cautiously peeled back two inches of the curtain at one of the sidelights..One manly

woman. Several womanly men. But no blocky figure that could have been the crazed cop even in disguise..IN HIS FORD VAN filled with

needlepoint and Sklent and Zedd, Junior Cain-Pinchbeck to the world-left the Bay Area by a back door. He took State Highway 24 to Walnut

Creek, which might or might not have walnuts, but which offered a mountain and a state park named for the devil: Mount Diablo. State Highway 4

to Antioch brought him to a crossing of the river delta west of Bethel Island. Bethel, for those who had taken good advanced courses in vocabulary

improvement, meant "sacred place.".Over the following hour, as Walter Panglo guided Jacob through the planning of the funeral, Jacob recounted

the gruesome details of numerous airliner crashes, shipwrecks, train collisions, coal-mine disasters, darn collapses, hotel fires, nightclub fires,

pipeline and oil-well explosions, munitions--plant explosions.....He still had work to do here. Properly disposing of Thomas Vanadium, however,

was the most urgent piece of business.."Tom," Kathleen said, "I know why you became a cop, I guess. St. Anselmo's Orphanage ... the murders of

those children.".Tears burst from Junior, stinging torrents, a salt sea of grief that blurred his vision and bathed his face in brine. "Get out of here,

you disgusting, sick son of a bitch," he demanded, his voice simultaneously shaking with sorrow and twisted by righteous anger. "Get out of here

now, get out!".Too late, Paul thought of the one more thing he had wanted to say. Too late, he said it anyway, "God bless you.".Dr. Chan's manner

remained professional, providing the strength that Agnes required, but his pain was evident when his gentle voice softened further: "These tumors

are so advanced, we won't know until surgery if the malignancy has spread. We may already be too late. And if we aren't too late, we'll have only a

small window of opportunity. A small window. Eight days would entail too much risk.".On January 2, 1968, four days before his birthday,

Bartholomew Lampion gave up his eyes that he might live, and accepted a fife of blindness with no hope of bathing in light again until, in his good

time, he left this world for a better one..Startled, Nolly checked his shirt pocket and withdrew a quarter. "It's not the same one.".Switching on the

lights as he went, Junior sought the source of the serenade. He carried the 9-mm pistol, which would have been useless against a spirit visitor; but

his extensive reading about ghosts hadn't convinced him that they were real. His faith in the effectiveness of bullets and pewter candlesticks, for

that matter-remained undiminished.."What room has Mrs. Lombardi been moved to?" she asked. "I'd like to ... to see her before I go.".Impressed by

the sureness and swiftness with which the blind boy negotiated the steps and set off across the lawn, Tom didn't initially notice anything unusual

about his stroll through the deluge..But the boy played no tricks against his father. He took his beatings in silence and learned to hide his gift..That

night her sleep was deeper than it had been in a long time, deep as she had expected sleep would never be again, and she was not plagued by any

dreams at all, not a dream of children suffering, nor of tumbling in a car along a rain-washed street, nor of thousands of windblown dead leaves

rattling-hissing along a deserted street and every leaf in fact a jack of spades..Sunday morning, when Agnes returned from church, Edom and Jacob

joined her for lunch. During the afternoon, Jacob helped her bake seven pies for Monday delivery..A forgetful client had left the bumbershoot in

the office six months ago. Otherwise, Nolly wouldn't have had any umbrella at all..After the service, among those who came to Agnes at graveside,

trying to express the inexpressible, was Paul Damascus, the owner of Damascus Pharmacy on Ocean Avenue. Of Mideastern extraction, he had

dark olive skin and, incredibly, rust--red hair. With his rust-red eyebrows, lashes, and mustache, his handsome face looked like that of a bronze

statue with a curious patina..Junior had no idea who the driver of the Buick might be, but he hated the tall lanky son of a bitch because he figured

the guy was humping Celestina, who would never have humped anyone but Junior if she had met him first, because like her sister, like all women,

she would find him irresistible. He felt that he had a prior claim on her because of his relationship to the family; he was the father of her sister's

bastard boy, after all, which made him their blood by shared--progeny..Among Junior's many gifts, his ability to focus might have been the most

important. Bob Chicane, his former instructor in matters meditative, had called him intense and even obsessive, following the painful incident

involving meditation without seed, but intensity and obsession were false charges. Junior was simply focused.The rocking chair stopped squeaking

under her. She heard the sincerity in Vinnie's voice, and as her disbelief dissolved, she was shocked into immobility. She whispered, "My little

superstition."."Better hurry," Wally advised, gracing Celestina's other cheek with a dryer kiss.
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